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Dates to Remember 

 

 4/1 – Early Release, 1:20 p.m. 

 4/3 – 4th Grade Field Trip to Newmark Theatre 

 4/8 Early Release, 1:20 p.m. 

 4/8 School Board Mtg, DO Board Room, 6:30 p.m. 

 4/13 Site Council Mtg, Library, 2:30 p.m. 

 4/15 Early Release, 1:20 p.m. 

 4/21 Spirit Day (Sports Day) 

 4/22 Early Release, 1:20 p.m. 

 4/24 NO SCHOOL, Teacher Inservice Day 

 4/29 Early Release, 1:20 p.m. 

 5/1 Bookfair and Literacy Carnival, 5:30-8:00 

 

Important News 
Character Trait Winners:  The character Trait for March was Team Work.  The following students were 

recognized by their teacher for exhibiting this trait: 

Mrs. Bohrer RyLee Cooper 

Mrs. Hart Noah Owen 

Mrs. Lowther Sully Marcoe 

Ms. Rossmiller Joey Alsup 

Ms. Stephen Sadie McDonald 

Ms. Thompson Daisy Rodriguez 

Mrs. Bigbee Gracie Hekker 

Mrs. Hess Jay Ortiz-Crawford 

Mr. Hill Jeffy Kuhl 

Mrs. Pheil McKenzie Stalberger 

Ms. Watkins Parker Wilson 

Miss Zahniser Saphira Holt 

Miss Gillies Isiah Conner 

Miss Kaufman Victor Villegas 

Ms. McFall Fernando Rodriguez-Silva 

Mrs. Vierra Tyler Kruse 

Mrs. Weigel Oscar Dzib-Gongora 

Mrs. Lane Jack Davis 

Mrs. Owens Rhyli Grim 

Mr. Wendling Jase Karp 

Mrs. Kelso Brayde Lowry 

Miss Wilson Asher Gonzolez 

Mrs. Aldridge Izack Bonczkowski 

Mrs. Fox Cory Rather 

Miss Holter Leland Hess 

Mrs. Mudd Izabella Moore 

Mrs. Mullen Garret Finch 

 

 

Thank you to our PFO:  We would like to send a big shout out to our PFO for providing amazing 

community events for our families to enjoy.  They recently held two events, a sock hop and 

movie night.  Both of these events exceeded expectations and were fun for everyone who 

participated.  We look forward to the next event they are organizing which will be the Family 

Literacy Carnival on May 1st.  Thank you PFO! 

 

Leopard News 
Principal:  Wendy Wilson 

John Wetten Elementary, 250 E. Exeter St., Gladstone, OR  97027 

Phone:  (503) 656-6564    Fax:  (503) 656-0917 



Notes from the Principal:  My heart is filled with pride at the effort I see our JWE students putting into their 

school work each day.  I am fortunate that I get the chance to observe their excitement and determination as they 

pursue deep, complex learning.  In our classrooms, students are actively engaged in their tasks, taking risks and 

sharing their thinking with others. 

It is important for you to know that your child is most likely being challenged more than ever at school, 

working to achieve the higher benchmarks required by the new Common Core State Standards (CCSS).  With our 

new standards-based report card, students are required to know at least 80% of the learning content to be 

considered proficient (level 3 on the report card). Our grading practices focus solely on student progress toward 

the CCSS.  Behavior, homework and attendance are not factored into the academic grade, but are reflected on the 

report card outside of the academic grade. 

I am also proud of the hard work and dedication of all of staff members. I can’t imagine working with a 

finer group of people. From teachers, counselor, secretaries, custodial staff, cooks, and specialists, each member 

of our team is committed to the success of every student. 

In our classrooms, teachers have implemented new reading and math curriculum aligned to the Common Core 

standards. They are also using a variety of strategies to teach, including online interactive teaching videos, 

technology, hands-on activities, and deeper student dialogue. 

Beginning in April, students in 3rd, 4th and 5th grades will take the Smarter Balanced state tests in reading 

and math.  These state tests replace Oregon’s OAKS tests that have been used for many years. The Smarter 

Balanced tests will be more rigorous, requiring students to “show what they know” in multiple ways such as critical 

thinking, written response, problem solving, and multi-step answers.  Students will be allowed as much time as they 

need to complete the tests.  We will encourage students to take their time and do their best. 

Next fall, when we have the results of the state tests, we will share this information with families, one 

more tool to help teachers and parents track individual student progress.  Thank you to all the families and 

volunteers that do so much to support our students and staff.  We appreciate getting the chance to be a part of 

your child’s life.  Wendy Wilson, JWE Principal 

April Book Fair 
Mark your calendars for the Spring Book Fair at John Wetten !! 

The Book Fair will be open April 27th – May 1st. 

Book Fair Hours: 

            Before school (students w/ money)             7:30 – 8:00 Monday – Friday 

            After school (students w/ money)                2:25 – 3:00 Monday – Thursday 

            Wednesday early release (students w/ money)       1:45 – 2:45 p.m. 

            Friday during the Literacy Carnival                          5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

 

Friday after school the book Fair will be closed to move the books to the gym for the 
Family Literacy Carnival. 

Students will be allowed to browse and purchase books during their library time. 

Books can also be purchased online at: 

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/johnwettenelemschool 

 

Spring Literacy Carnival, Friday May 1st, 5:30-8pm!!!  Please join us for our 4th annual Spring Literacy Carnival 

and Book Fair!  This year's theme is SPACE: Reading Takes you Out of This World!  We will have traditional 

carnival games, prizes and fun activities (Dunk Tank, obstacle course, face painting...) with a SPACE and Literary 

twist to celebrate our love for READING.  Admission to the carnival and all games are FREE for all of our JWE 

Families.  Pizza and Root Beer Floats will be available for purchase in the Cafeteria. The Scholastic Book Fair will 

be set up in the gym with proceeds from book sales going to support literacy programs in our school.  Hope to see 

you there!   

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/johnwettenelemschool


Spring Pictures due by April 10th:  Some people have been confused about what to do with the Spring Picture 

Packets.  Here are your options: 

1. Purchase the packet (keep all the pictures and return the payment in the enclosed payment envelope), 

2. Purchase individual sheets (keep the sheets you want and return the rest with payment for the sheets 

you are keeping), or 

3. Return the whole packet. 

We are asking for all pictures and/or payment to be returned to the school no later than Friday, April 10th.  If you 

have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

Gladstone School District invites applications for Open Enrollment:  Since Oregon’s Open Enrollment law began 

providing an annual opportunity for school choice, many families seeking the benefits of smaller schools and the 

security of a close-knit small community have chosen Gladstone Schools. 

“Gladstone Schools has a clear mission – Growing Great People,” explained Superintendent Bob Stewart.  “Our 

smaller school community means we can personally know and nurture each student, providing more challenge or 

support as needed.”  

For the 2015-16 school year, the School Board approved Open Enrollment for students entering kindergarten 

through grade 10.  Applications are due April 1, 2015. The number of openings varies by grade level.   

Kindergarten:  [45 spots] This well-established full-day program is part of the Gladstone Center for Children & 

Families, a state-of-the-art early childhood facility.  Students receive weekly instruction in art, Chinese, physical 

education, music, and technology. 

John Wetten Elementary:  [62 spots in grades one to five] Students have weekly learning in music, Chinese, 

physical education, music, and library. 

Kraxberger Middle School:  [101 spots in grades six to eight]  This small school offers  

a 5-day Outdoor School for each sixth grader.  Electives include Spanish, band, choir, technology, art, and Chinese.  

Afterschool programs include robotics, choir, board games, and intramural cross-country, basketball, volleyball, and 

track. 

Gladstone High School:  [80 spots in grades nine and ten] This small, college prep school offers 66 electives, with 

15 career-technical programs, and 23 AP or college credit classes. This year’s 4A state football champion, the 

school has 21 competitive athletic and music programs and 13 clubs, including a competitive robotics team.  

Saturday School and other support programs help students succeed academically. The school has one of the state’s 

highest graduation rates. 

To apply or to find out more, contact Sandi Frohnert at 503-496-3935.  Application forms are posted on the 

district website: www.gladstone.k12.or.us. If more students apply for a grade level than the number of openings 

available, a lottery will determine admission. 

Counselor’s Corner:  Hello parents and families! With the new Smarter Balanced testing that will begin this month 

for JWE 3rd-5th graders, I thought to share with you all some Test-Taking Tips for Elementary Students. Tests 

are important because they help teachers, parents, and students better understand a child’s progress and skillset 

of Common Core education. I understand tests can be overwhelming, and I know it is also important to have these 

tests to inform teaching strategies and learning goals.  

Here are some tips you can give your child about taking tests:  

Relax. Just do the best you can.  

Your first choice is usually correct.  

Don't change an answer unless you have a good reason to do so.  

In multiple-choice questions, there is almost always two answer choices that can be crossed off right away. Look 

for them and narrow down your choices.  

Watch for negative words like "not," "no," "never."  

Look for clues and information in the questions and provided text. This information may help you answer other 

questions.  



And what a wonderful opportunity-you can help your child feel prepared for testing by doing the following: 

Make sure your child gets a good night's sleep before a test, and make sure your child eats properly the day of a 

test. 

Maintain a pleasant home environment and avoid unnecessary conflicts.  

Try to make the morning of the test a pleasant one. You don’t want to add to your child’s stress. ƒ Make sure your 

child has taken any needed medication.  

Ensure that your child is present during testing (children generally perform better when taking tests in their 

groups rather than at a make-up time).  

Get your child to school on time the day of the test.  

Wish your child good luck each morning of the test.  

Remind your child the test is important.  

Encourage your child to do his/her best.  

Remind your child to listen carefully to the instructions from the teacher and to read the directions and each 

question carefully.  

Explain to your child the importance of using time wisely. If your child gets stuck on a question, encourage him or 

her to make the best guess and move on.  

Encourage your child to stay focused on the test, even if other students finish early.  

And most importantly, tell your child that you believe in him/her! ƒ 

 

Thank you parents and families for supporting your child’s education!  

Mrs. Winfrey, School Counselor  

 

JWE News by Email:  Please take a moment to sign up for our JWE News by email if you haven’t already.  You can 

do this simply by emailing Linda Alberico at albericol@gladstone.k12.or.us and ask to be added to the list or you can 

write a note and give it to us in the office. 

mailto:albericol@gladstone.k12.or.us

