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Grand Opening at Gladstone High School – Sunday, October 25th 1-5 p.m.

Y

ou’ve all been watching the changing face of Gladstone High School while driving along Portland Avenue. Now we’re
rolling out the welcome mat for the entire community to attend the Grand Opening celebration of the newly remodeled,
expanded facility. The event will be held from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, October 25th.

Take a leisurely tour of the building, watch short presentations, and bring your questions as the architects, contractors,
teachers and administrative staff will be located throughout the building to provide information about the design, construction, and
instructional impact of the renovation. If you have questions or wish further information, please contact Bill Stewart 503-650-2584
stewartw@gladstone.k12.or.us or Stu Evans 503-655-2544 evanss@gladstone.k12.or.us.

And, while you’re in the neighborhood ...why not plan to cross the street and do
a walk-through of the Gladstone Center for Children & Families? Its welcome mat will also
be out from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, October 25th. .

Gladstone High School introduces Engineering Technology class
One of the new exciting programs at Gladstone High School is the Engineering Technology
class located in the new Applied Science and Technology Center. Students will have the
opportunity to learn from a virtual software lab before engaging with the industry-based
trainers. Some of the equipment includes thermal heating and process control systems, AC/
DC electrical controls, mechanical systems, robotic learning systems, milling machinery,
hydraulics, and pneumatics. Taught by math teacher, Lynnda Prom, and science teacher,
Kevin Zerzan (pictured left), the curriculum is project-based where students will work in
teams to learn and become experts in their field of study for their project. Initially, students
will begin with an automated can crusher, a hovercraft project, a smart (thermal) house
project, and a solar panel project. The program will train and develop student skills for
entering technician jobs and prepare students for higher level engineering coursework.

Gardenburger® awards generous
gardening grant
It is with great excitement that the Gladstone Center for
Children & Families announces receipt of $8,803 from
Gardenburger® to develop community and school gardens
at the center. Gardenburger® funded only 14 programs
nationally from a field of 362 worthy applicants.
Amanda Macindoe, kindergarten teacher at the center, will
serve as coordinator of the gardening grant, which will
include development of a sustainability curriculum
including composting the facility’s leftover foods, red
wiggler worms to turn these leftovers into soil, a rain saver
barrel for irrigating, and a host of gardening tools, seeds
and plant starts.
All children in the center will take part in the gardening
activities. What a wonderful opportunity for our young
children to grow their own vegetables at school for their
healthy breakfasts and lunches.
Reporters from the Clackamas Review and KPTV Channel
12 News recently visited the gardens. Stories regarding the
Gardenburger® grant and the GCCF gardens were featured
in the REVIEW and on Channel 12 News. Thanks
Gardenburger® for funding our future gardens at the Gladstone Center for Children & Families.

Foundations lend support during
challenging economic times
Who says snowmen only appear in the winter?
It’s not every day we receive a visit from a snowman in
April, but last spring we did. Of course, we’re referring to
The Snowman Foundation whose President is well known
composer and musician, Michael Allen Harrison. With
gifts totaling almost $16,000 over the past two years, the
Foundation has helped us buy instruments for both the
Kraxberger and Wetten band programs. The Foundation’s
latest gift will be used to buy instruments for the Gladstone
Center for Children & Families. Lynn Buchanan, music
teacher at Wetten Elementary, graciously acknowledged
the Foundation’s support at the Snowman Foundation’s
“Ten Grands” performance at the Arlene Schnitzer Concert
Hall. Their generosity and support to the Gladstone School
District is unparalleled; and we are grateful to know a
friendly snowman that never melts!

Joe’s Sports & Outdoor Foundation stands by
commitment
Kudos and many thanks to Joe’s for their continued
support of the Summer Recreation Program. Even with
their doors closing, the Foundation has held to its
commitment of supporting this program, just as they have
done for many years. We are honored to receive their
$1,000 check, but sorry to see them disappear from our
community.

Multnomah Athletic Foundation is all Hart
That would be Sandi Hart, the Foundation’s Executive
Director. Many thanks to Sandi and members of the Board
at the Multnomah Athletic Foundation for their support of
the Summer Recreation Program with a gift of $500. These
funds were used to enhance the program and buy equipment. The popular Summer Rec Program was held at Kraxberger Middle School from June 22nd through July 30th.
We are grateful to the Multnomah Athletic Foundation
for helping us reach out to provide this
service to the
youth in the Gladstone community.

R

ight on Target

Once again, the Gladstone School District is
pleased to accept a $3,000 grant from the
Target Corporation Contributions Program
for the Family Literacy Community Program. Since 1946,
Target has given five percent of its income to the
communities it serves. We are honored to be among those
recipients. At the end of the school year, we asked the parents participating in the literacy program and their children to tell us what they would like to say in a thankyou note to Target. One child said he would like to say,
“Thank you for your very generous heart.” We can’t say it
any better than that!

Grants come in Tooze
We are once again grateful for the continued generosity of
the Ausplund Tooze Family Foundation. As you may recall, this Foundation provided funding to purchase instruments for Wetten Elementary in 2007. Their gift was followed up with a visit from Mary Tooze, President of the
Foundation, who was entertained by the 4th graders and, in
turn, she entertained them with a song and also answered
their questions. The Foundation has graciously awarded a
second grant of more than $2,300 to purchase new risers
for the elementary school

Gladstone School District welcomes new teachers
Lisa Long (left in photo) taught half time at John Wetten Elementary last year, but
this year we welcome her back as a full-time 4th grade teacher. Lisa was born and
raised in Southern California. She and her husband David moved to Oregon with their
dog Kona in 2001. Lisa attended Portland State where she received her Bachelor’s
degree in Liberal Arts; in 2008 she received a Master’s degree in Education. Lisa
loves being surrounded by children and says she wakes up every morning excited to
get to school and see all those little smiling faces.
Katie Kaufman, (right in photo) 3rd grade teacher at John Wetten Elementary, grew
up in Medford where she spent most of her time either in her family’s pear orchard or
on the softball field. During her senior year at Linfield College she was awarded a
trip to Greece. This cultural experience has given Katie an opportunity to bring new
learning into her classroom. After completing her student teaching in McMinnville,
she remained there to teach kindergarten and 3rd grade. Katie has also done substitute
teaching in Hillsboro and has taught summer school at the Oregon Episcopal School.
Rob Hill has worked with youth in a variety of settings ranging from rehabilitating former gang members to designing and teaching
alternative education programs at Corvallis High School and the Wallowa County school districts. Rob completed his Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees in Exercise and Sports Science at Oregon State University. He will be teaching physical education and coordinating
the Kraxberger intramural sports program. A Clackamas High School
valedictorian, Emily Smith has returned to Oregon after attending college and
beginning her teaching career in Kansas. Emily earned a Bachelor’s degree in
Physical Education and a Master’s degree in School Leadership/Administration
at Pittsburg State University. Emily will be teaching physical education at
Kraxberger and coaching the varsity volleyball team at the high school. Susan
Rufai brings twenty years of math teaching expertise to the classroom. She
completed her Master’s degree at Portland State and her undergraduate course
work was completed at the University of Nevada. Susan will be teaching PreAlgebra, Algebra 1, Algebra A/B, and Target Math classes at Kraxberger.
Susan will also be coaching volleyball at Gladstone High School. As the head
volleyball coach at Hillsboro and Glencoe High School, Susan’s teams
Kraxberger welcomes Rob Hill, Emily Smith,
competed in state tournaments. Rachel Kleser is excited to begin her teaching
Susan Rufai and Rachel Kleser
career at Kraxberger Middle School. Rachel earned her Master’s degree from
Portland State University as well as her Bachelor’s degree in Spanish and Arts and Letters. She had the opportunity to study in Spain
for ten months during college. Rachel will be teaching Language Arts and Social Studies as well as Spanish. Kraxberger students are
looking forward to the addition of foreign language instruction.

Pictured left to right are Jim Edson,
Linda Fletcher, Heidi Keith and Ken Melum

Jim Edson is Gladstone High School’s new Business and
Technology teacher. Jim taught at Tualatin High School for three
years before embarking on a short career with the Xerox
Corporation. His courses include Robotics, Web Design, Game
Design, Visual Basic Programming, Microsoft Applications and
Computer Technology. Linda Fletcher is a Special Education
teacher who has most recently worked in an alternative school
with Cascade Academics. She brings a wealth of experience in
working with students in multiple settings that have special
needs. Heidi Keith is the new Art teacher who comes to us from
McMinnville High School where she taught numerous forms of
art. Her work in developing a community-based art club, teaching
ceramics and Advanced Placement Art, are noteworthy. She will
be introducing a new ceramics course at Gladstone High School
this year. Ken Melum is a familiar face on campus as he is a
veteran substitute teacher in the Gladstone School District. Ken
will be teaching one section of Construction Technology this
Trimester.

All Gladstone schools meet Adequate Yearly Progress standards
Information provided by the Oregon Department of Education in late August shows that Gladstone School District is one of only a
few districts our size in the state in which all schools met the Federal Adequate Yearly Progress standards. These standards require
that students at each school pass state tests in Math and English/Language Arts at a rate equal to, or above, the Federal guideline. This
includes the student body as a whole, as well as the various subgroups in the school that are represented by enough students to be
considered statistically significant.
The Federal guidelines, established under “No Child Left Behind” for this year are 59% in Math and 60% in English/Language Arts.
Schools must also meet an attendance and graduation requirement to meet overall Adequate Yearly Progress standards. In addition,
Federal regulations require that districts test all students in grades 3-8 and 10, so that all subgroups are equitably and accurately
represented. Additional information and detailed results for each of the Gladstone schools as well as results from other districts can be
found at http://www.ode.state.or.us/data/reportcard/reports.aspx

Burgerville serves community with love
On a warm evening last spring, Burgerville employees joined the school district’s staff in a magnificent display of generosity to
Gladstone families. “To Serve with Love” drew more than 500 children and adults to the Gladstone Center for Children & Families to
enjoy a nourishing meal with food provided by Burgerville. The focus for the evening was on increasing awareness of how to create
nutritious, inexpensive family meals. Families were given nutritional information from Burgerville’s nutritionist; and raffles were held
throughout the evening with lucky winners receiving gift cards from Safeway and Fred Meyer, courtesy of the Gladstone Education
Foundation. Special thanks go to the Head Start staff for organizing this event and to Mike Trainor, General Manager of the Gladstone
Burgerville Restaurant, for coming up with the idea and providing the food. The Gladstone School District is most appreciative to
have this type of support and commitment from the community. Thank you, Burgerville!

The Gladstone Youth Coalition welcomes you – October 15th
The Gladstone Youth Coalition is a group of parents, community members, Gladstone School District personnel, civic leaders, local
businesses, and a number of agencies working together to preserve Gladstone as a safe community for children and families. Meetings
are held on the third Thursday of each month from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in the Gladstone Center for Children & Families (across from
the high school). The public is invited and encouraged to attend all meetings. There are no membership fees.

Sign up for school closure alerts
If you would like to receive alerts regarding school closures or other pertinent information, please log on to www.flashalert.net and
click on subscribe in the left-hand column, click on Portland, click on Clackamas county, click on Gladstone, and follow the
directions. This is a free service and is not a solicitation site. You will automatically receive information in your e-mail or as a text
message on your cell phone.
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