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 English as a Second Language (ESL)  
 
 
Identification 
 
1. Students entering school may be identified through the registration process as potential candidates 

for ESL services.  School personnel registering students should refer the names of students they 
believe speak a language other than English at home to the school counselor. 

 
2. Teachers who believe that a student’s home language is other than English should consult with the 

school counselor or administrator. 
 
3. Students or parents of students who speak a language other than English may apply for ESL services 

directly by contacting a counselor. 
 
4. Counselors should refer the names of students who have a potential need for ESL services to their 

building ESL staff for further investigation. 
 
5. ESL staff should contact the student’s parent, interview the student and talk to the classroom teacher 

to ascertain if the student would obtain educational benefit from ESL instruction or other services. 
 
Services 
 
1. Each identified ESL student should receive services appropriate to his/her language acquisition 

needs. 
 
2. Services might include enrollment in an ESL class, pull-out assistance from an ESL assistant or 

language help within the classroom from an assistant. 
 
3. Parents of ESL students who do not speak English may receive interpretation services at school 

conferences, help with completing school forms and written information or obtain other school 
related assistance from staff.  The purpose of this service is to permit the parent to have meaningful 
access to staff for the benefit of their student. 

 
Evaluation 
 
1. Students who are in ESL programs should not be exempted from regular assessment prescribed by 

the State of Oregon or adopted by the district unless their language acquisition skills prevent them 
from meaningful participation.  ESL staff within each building should be consulted prior to 
exempting a student from assessment programs. 

2. The ESL program will conduct a yearly evaluation of students receiving direct services using the 
Language Acquisition Survey, the Woodcock-Munoz language assessment or other selected 
instrument. 
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3. Students failing to progress according to these or similarly constituted assessments should be 

considered for other services, including but not limited to, Title 1-A and special education. 
 
 
 


