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In August, 125 volunteers from five Gladstone Churches pitched in to paint, organize the  
  Clothes Closet, pull weeds, and  spread  bark mulch  to prepare schools for students. 
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Third grade teacher Ashley Black 
knows having computers in her 
classroom would help students 
learn better. That’s why she-
launched a crowd-funding effort 
on Donor’s Choose.

“With Chromebooks in the class-
room, children can improve their 
writing skills, and learn research 
skills, too,” said Black. “I’m ex-
cited about the possibilities.”

To donate to the project, visit: 
http://bit.ly/1MZ10Pw
  

 

Wetten teacher seeks 
computer funding

New at GCCF
    WIC provides food to 
   pregnant women, new      
   mothers, and children age   
   five and under. For an  
   appointment at the GCCF 
   [18905 Portland Ave.],         
   call 503.655.8476. 

Grants support school programs
wiring skills. 
•  $2,000 from Dave’s Killer Bread 
will help support Saturday Opportunity 
School at Gladstone High School. The 
program, open to all GHS students, 
provides teacher assistance on Saturdays 
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
•  $1,162 from Associated Fords of 
the ‘50s will help fund family support 
programs at the GCCF.   
•  $1,000 from Gladstone/Oak Grove 
Rotary will fund Story Hour at the 
Gladstone Center for Children & 
Families. Each child gets a free book. 
     “We are grateful to have the support of 
these generous community partners,” said 
Superintendent Bob Stewart. 
     

  In the past decade, the portion of 
state funding spent on K-12 schools 
has dropped from 44 percent to just 39 
percent. To fund innovative and essential 
programs, the Gladstone District relies 
on grant funding. In the past 12 months 
alone, this has raised over $352,000 for 
the district. Recent grants include: 
•  $14,500 from the Gray Family 
Foundation & $12,600 from Metro will 
help fund Outdoor School for every 6th 
grader at Kraxberger Middle School.  The 
program teaches environmental science. 
 • $2,500 from the Oregon Department 
of Education will support the Gladstone 
High robotics team, teaching computer 
programming, fabrication, and electrical 
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As the new school year begins, Gladstone 

schools need volunteers to help during 

and after school hours.  

“We are grateful for the partnership 

of over 1,100 volunteers, who help us 

meet the unique needs of each student 

throughout the school year,” said  

Volunteer Coordinator Theresa Schmidt.  

“Helping kids is not just good for the 

children—it’s also fun and rewarding for 

our volunteers.”

Lunch Buddy Mentors:  Spend an hour 

a week [or every other week] sharing 

lunch and recess with a student at John 

Wetten Elementary.  Research shows that 

students with adult mentors have better 

attendance, are more likely to succeed in 

school, and less likely to use drugs.   

Volunteer applications are available on-

line at http://gladstone.k12.or.us/

SMART Readers:  Share your love of 

books! Spend one hour each week read-

ing with children in a Head Start pre-

school classroom at the Gladstone Center 

for Children & Families.  Or coordinate 

SMART volunteers at GCCF [or a nearby 

site] for six to eight hours per week. To 

sign  up, call Nathan Buck at 503.975.8150.

For information about other volunteer op-

portunities in Gladstone schools, phone 

Theresa Schmidt at 503.656.6564.

 

 

     

Volunteer! 

Adult mentors 
needed weekly

Kraxberger student trains guide dog 
Sixth grader Avery Williams [right] spent two years raising Truckee, a 
guide dog puppy, providing him with socialization and basic traning. 
Now Truckee serves as a guide dog to a blind woman. 
Kraxberger teachers visit Egypt
Egyptian history is part of social studies classes at Kraxberger Middle School. 
When social studies teachers Lori Chambers, Amy Otto, and Laura Fuller had 
an opportunity to travel to Egypt this summer, they found a way to bring their 
students along, setting up a travel blog to share their adventures.

Before school was out, the teachers encouraged students to follow their travels 
and post questions on the blog, http://ottoegypt.blogspot.com/.

Full of travel photos and the teachers’ adventures, the blog covers history and 
cultural topics ranging from the 2011 Arab Spring and Egypt’s presidential 
election to religious customs, wildlife in the Red Sea, and contemporary 
Egyptian foods.

“Our goal with the trip – and the blog – was to get our students excited about 
learning during the summer months, and this fall,” said Otto. “Travel brings 
history alive and makes it real in a way nothing else can.”

Kraxberger social 
studies teachers Amy 
Otto, Lori Chambers, 
and Laura Fuller 
spent their summer 
traveling in Egypt. 
 
This fall, they are 
excited to share what 
they learned with 
their students.
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Education Foundation raises 
funds for Gladstone youths 

Carlos Castañeda joins 
Gladstone School Board

This summer, Carlos Castañeda 
was sworn in as the newest mem-
ber of the Gladstone School Board 
after being elected in May. A 
resident of Gladstone for nearly 
two decades, Castañeda was born 
in Columbia. 

He and his wife Alexandra are the parents of two Gladstone 
students, Natasha (14) and Lisette (12). The family owns 
Print Kolor, a local print shop.  

“I am excited about joining the School Board because I am 
a leader with the heart of a servant,” said Castañeda.  “I 
respect everybody.”

February GEF auction to 
benefit Gladstone schools  

GHS students assist beach cleanup 

Did you know?
Students at John Wetten Elementary have 
weekly experiences in music, physical  
education, library, technology, and Chinese.

Glad Facts

Key Club members and Environmental Science students 
from Gladstone High School helped with SOLVE’s  
annual Oregon beach cleanup in September, working to 
remove non-native species at Fort Stevens State Park.

This year’s Gladstone Education Foundation [GEF] golf 
tournament was the best ever, raising more than $13,000 to 
support school and community programs for youths. 
 
In addition, the GEF partnered with the Gladstone/Oak Grove 
Rotary to raise an additional $2,200 through the Ron Tonkin 
“For the Love of Schools” run. 
 
“We are grateful to both our event sponsors and to the many 
golfers who supported the event this year,” said GEF Executive 
Director Tammy Tracy.  “This was the biggest golf tournament 
we’ve ever had.” 

The Gladstone Education Foundation [GEF] auction is set for 
Saturday, February 20, at the Clackamas County Fairgrounds.  
 
“This fall, we’re working hard to gather donations, from weekend 
get-aways and event tickets to gift cards and gift baskets,” 
said event organizer Tammy Tracy.  “We are counting on the 
generosity of local businesses and community members to ensure 
a wide varity of items for sale.”

For more information on event sponsorship, donating auction 
items, and purchasing tickets or tables, contact Tammy Tracy at 
503.655-2777. 
 

The Gladstone Education Foundation [GEF] invites community 
organizations supporting Gladstone youths to apply for grants to 
support programs serving Gladstone students. 
 
Proposed projects may include afterschool clubs and activities, 
supports to families, athletics, health & well-being, community-
building, innovative classroom projects, classroom technology, 
professional development, and more. 
 
This year $20,000 is available, for grants under and over $1,000. 
For an application and more information, visit the GEF website at 
www.gladstonefoundation.org/.   
 
Applications are due October 31, with funds awarded in 
November. For more information, contact GEF Executive 
Director Tammy Tracy at tracyt@gladstone.k12.or.us. 

Gladstone groups serving 
youths may apply for funding



Gladstone Food Pantry 
joins Oregon Food Bank   
In August, the Food Pantry at Gladstone High School became 
the 25th school-based food pantry to partner with the Oregon 
Food Bank.  

The partnership brings the pantry weekly deliveries of food at no 
cost to the school district. Foods provided include meats, fresh 
produce, eggs, milk, canned goods, rice, and cereal.

“Expanding our food pantry allows us to provide better nutrition 
to kids so they can focus on learning instead of hunger,” said 
Gladstone High Principal Natalie Osburn. “We serve over 75 
families each week.”

The food pantry is open to any family in need — whether or not 
they have children in Gladstone schools — on Thursdays from 3 
to 7 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon. It is located near 
the greenhouse behind Gladstone High School off Nelson Lane. 
To donate, call Leslie Robinette at 503.974.5077.

GHS students top state 
average on ACT test  
 
Gladstone High students taking the ACT college admissions test 
continued a five-year trend by beating both state and national 
averages for English, math, reading, and science scores.

Results show that 65% of the students who took the exam were 
ready for college level math and English before graduating from 
high school.

“The more higher level courses a student takes, the better they 
do on the test,” explained GHS Principal Natalie Osburn. “We 
are proud to offer Gladstone students an array of opportunities 
to earn college credit while in high school, including AP classes, 
CCC classes taught on our campus, and dual-credit courses. All 
of these give students a taste of college level academic rigor.”

Cross-country runners from Kraxberger Middle School joined the GHS              
  team to participate in Oregon’s muddiest race, the Ultimook Race in     
  Tillamook.  The course involved running through fields, fording rivers,     
  and crossing a giant mud pit.         

Located behind Gladstone High School, the Gladstone Food Pantry       
  provides free food to people of all ages from babies to seniors.        
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