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Culture of care boosts reading, math
The past two years, John Wetten
students made huge gains in English
Language Arts. In last year’s state tests,
Gladstone fifth graders beat the state
average by 5.3 percent, fourth graders
by 11.4 percent, and third graders by
13.3 percent.
Wetten is a model for Response to
Intervention, a strategy for early
identification and support of students
with learning or behavior needs. After
universal screening, children receive
interventions at increasing levels of
intensity to accelerate learning.
The school’s Culture of Care approach
trains staff to use calming strategies
that make classrooms a productive
learning environment. The trauma-

informed approach has payoffs not just
in improved health and reduced stress,
but also in academic achievement.
“With fewer distractions and with
targeted supports in place, students
can work to their highest potential,”
said Assistant Superintendent
Jeremiah Patterson. “Our next goal
is to expand these strategies to our
kindergarten and middle school.”
Gladstone’s sixth grade math students
also exceeded the state average, with
state test scores up over 12 percent
from the previous year.
“Our team has done outstanding work
in these areas,” said Patterson. “We
intend to keep this momentum going.”

Education Foundation
raises $68,000 for schools
The Gladstone Education Foundation recently held two major
fundraisers for Gladstone youths,
teachers, and community groups.
Over $56,000 was netted at this
month’s Dinner & Auction, attended by more than 300, and $12,000
was raised in July’s annual golf
tournament.
“This was one of our most successful fundraising years!” said GEF
President Terry Marsh. “We are
excited these funds will support
classroom innovations, serve early
childhood programs, and develop
life-long learners.”

Glad Facts
Did you know?

Perhaps the coolest science lesson of the year was the August 21 solar eclipse,
observed by hundreds of Gladstone students.
http://gladstone.k12.or.us

Gladstone High School’s
Homecoming coin drive
raised over $1,500 for
the Red Cross.

GCCF offers fun for
preschoolers
Children six and under are invited
to participate with caregivers in free
enrichment activities designed to help
toddlers, preschoolers, and kindergarten
students get ready for school.
Each child attending will receive a free
book each visit. Siblings and caregivers
are welcome.
Events take place from 4:15 to 5 p.m.
each Thursday at the Gladstone Center
for Children & Families, 18905 Portland Avenue in Gladstone. Here’s the
schedule:

GHS robotics team a regional stand out

For the 8th straight year, Gladstone High’s robotics team hosted
First Fair, a day-long technical conference attended by 282 robotics
students across the Northwest. Other recent successes include the
GHS girls team’s second place finish in a field of 20 competitors and
a $1,500 grant from the Oregon Department of Education.

1st Thursdays: Story Hour is a chance
to share books and learning activities
with a different theme each month.
2nd Thursdays: Activity Hour offers
games, movement and fun with peers
and caregivers. Children can build social
skills, language skills, and coordination
while making new friends.
3rd Thursdays: STEAM Hour gives kids
a chance to explore Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math, working
on hands-on, age-appropriate projects
with a parent or caregiver.
4th Thursdays: Science Hour allows
children to explore science through fun,
hands-on activities such as building
structures, studying motion, and making hypotheses.

Gladstone High plans career/
technical programs, graduation
supports, college credit options
This year, Gladstone High is investing in new programs that focus
on three goals: expanding career-technical programs, raising the
graduation rate, and increasing the number of students earning
college credits in high school.
These efforts, spurred by the passage of Measure 98, are in response
to voters’ desire to help every student find success.
“One goal is to increase our graduation rate to 90 percent in the next
two years,” said Principal Kevin Taylor. To accomplish this, the school
launched a new on-line credit recovery program and changed the
schedule to allow more time for after school help from teachers.
The school is also closely tracking 9th grade progress and juniors
with credit deficiencies.
While Gladstone High now offers 32 different career-technical
classes, the school hopes to add more career pathways after
gathering student input. Healthcare occupations, technology
careers, and culinary arts are some options under consideration.
Increasing the number of students who earn college credits while
in high school is another goal. While Gladstone High now offers 67
sections of college-credit classes, many do not take advantage.
“Why not pay $10 per credit now instead of $200 or more at a
university?” asked Taylor. “Students who take advantage of these
opportunities can often save $20,000 or more on college tuition.”
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Classroom technology is
Gladstone’s new normal
A dramatic increase in classroom technology is one of
the biggest education changes in Gladstone schools
over the past four years. First the district sought strategic advice from a team of 40 community members and
staff who created a plan for the district’s technology
infrastructure, staff training needs, and best practices
for technology in the classroom.
Since fall 2014, Chromebooks have become the most
widely used technology tool, with nearly 1300 devices
spread across the district.
These affordable laptop computers enable secondary
students to do Internet research, and also to use cloudbased software for writing, creating graphs, and sharing
documents for group projects. Elementary students use
them for instruction in weekly technology classes.
“It’s important that students and teachers harness the
unique opportunities technology provides rather than
just using it to replace paper and pencils,” said Gladstone High Spanish teacher Brad Kuntz. “This takes
extra time and effort, training, experimenting, and
creativity.”
Another tool used in Gladstone classrooms is the iPad,
with about 130 devices spread across the four schools.
Most iPads are used with special education students. In
kindergarten and at John Wetten elementary, their use
is focused on reading and math activities. At Gladstone
High, students use them for research and accessing
documents in the Google drive.
“Teachers and students appreciate their ease of use
and versatility,” said Technology and Communication
Specialist Jo Strong. “Using Google Docs and Google
Classroom makes assignments easy to share with teachers and classmates.”

Kraxberger’s School Climate Committee presented
to the School Board, explaining efforts to encourage
and celebrate kindness at school. Presenters included Emmalee Hintz, Clover Warden, Haley Minyard,
and Julianna Peterson.

138 teens volunteer to help
elderly neighbors
Athletes and student leaders from Gladstone High
School volunteered on a rainy Saturday, taking on
outside chores for seniors across the community.
“Give It Back Day is a school tradition,” said Key Club
sponsor Lynnda Prom, event coordinator. “This is our
school’s way of thanking our community for support of athletic events and school fundraisers.”
At the fifth annual event, 138 students joined forces
with 19 staff members and five community volunteers,
tackling outdoor chores at 22 different sites. They raked
leaves, mowed lawns, pruned hedges, and spread bark
mulch. Besides helping senior citizens, they also made
trail improvements at the Gladstone Nature Park.

Glad Facts
Did you know?
John Wetten Elementary has 88
volunteers, but more are needed. To get
involved, sign up on the school website.

http://gladstone. k12.or.us
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Gladstone Food Pantry thrives
with community support

John Wetten visits namesake
school to serve students
John Wetten retired as
principal 25 years ago,
but he’s still working with
students at the Gladstone
elementary school named
in his honor.

In September, the Gladstone Food Pantry provided food to
839 people, including working adults, seniors, and families
with children. It is located behind Gladstone High School off
Nelson Lane.
The pantry is run by a team of over 40 volunteers. It receives
food donations from the Oregon Food Bank, Bob’s Red Mill,
Dave’s Killer Bread, Grocery Outlet, churches, and community
members. This month the pantry received a $3,000 grant
from Clackamas County to provide for emergency needs.

Wetten started at the
school as a fifth grade
teacher in 1956 before
serving as vice principal.
He then served as
principal from 1972 to
1992.

Families who need food can visit once a week on Thursdays
from 3 to 5:30 p.m. or on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon.

“Mr. Wetten comes to the school three or four times a year
and works with a pair of students to make bread boards,”
explained school secretary Linda Alberico. “He talks to the
kids about what they like, then helps them create a bread
board that highlights their interest.”
This fall, Wetten worked with fourth graders Nate Seymour
and Carson Morrow. Nate made a bread board showing his
love of baseball. Carson’s demonstrates his love of bacon.

Kraxberger students gathered this fall to dedicate a Pillar
of Peace. The art pole was created by the school’s
advanced art students last spring, and funded by
Gladstone/Oak Lodge Rotary. It stands as a reminder of
the need for kindness and building a supportive
community.

“Carson pulled his cutting board out of his backpack,” said
his mother Ashley Morrow. “He was so excited to tell me all
about the process and surprise me. Mr. Wetten has given him
a very special memory.”
She has her own special memories of John Wetten. “I actually
attended John Wetten Elementary over 25 years ago and
remember going on a field trip to Mr. Wetten’s farm after he
had retired, “ she said. “Mr. Wetten was also my mother’s fifth
grade teacher at Gladstone Elementary. ”
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