Spring 2022

Nonprofit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #25
Gladstone, OR

Postal
Customer

Summer schools to boost learning
To help students catch up on learning,
Gladstone schools will offer free
summer school. Lunch is provided.
"This is a key strategy to address
pandemic learning gaps," said
Superintendent Bob Stewart.
Students with IEPs who are eligible for
COVID recovery services will be invited
to a summer program Mondays to
Thursdays, July 11 to 22. Eligibility will
be determined by the IEP team.
Students starting grades 1 to 5 can join
summer school at John Wetten.
Academics, STEM, and art are included.
The program runs Mondays to
Thursdays, July 25 to August 11.

Students starting grades 6 to 8 can
attend summer school at Kraxbeger
Mondays to Thursdays from July 25 to
August 11. This includes reading, math,
P.E., technology, art, and drama.
Transportation is provided.
Incoming ninth graders are invited to
Gladiator Camp 9, a freshman orientation program, from August 2 to 4.
High school students in need of credit
recovery can attend summer school.
Freshman Language Arts is June 20 to
July 1. July 5 to 29 students can take
math, social studies, language arts, and
electives. Some classes will be teacherled and others are via SchoolsPLP.

Register now for
fall kindergarten
If your child will be age 5 by
September 1, it's time to sign up
for kindergarten.
The program includes music,
P.E., technology, and academics.
Families can register online
here: https://gladstonekids.
com/kinder
Next, sign up for Connect to
Kindergarten on May 10 or May
25. Families will tour classrooms
and hear a program overview. To
sign up, call Heidi Smith at
503-496-3939.

Ukulele lessons were part of music class this winter for students in
grades three, four, and five. The project was funded by a grant from
the Gladstone Education Foundation.

Connect to Kindergarten Camp is
In August to prepare children to
start school. To register, visit
https://gladstonekids.com/
KinderCamp

Key Club tackles
service projects
This spring, the Key Club at Gladstone
High School dove into community
service projects with gusto, eager to
give back to their community.
On April 16, they assisted the City of
Gladstone with the annual Easter Egg
Hunt at Dick Baker Stadium.
That same day, they also helped the
school district plant native shrubs at
Kraxberger Middle School. The project
will reduce the need for herbicide use.

After winning the State 4A Cheerleading Championship,
the Gladstone High School cheer team went on to win the
USA Spirit Nationals in Anaheim, California.

On April 27, the group hosted a
Red Cross blood drive, gathering
43 pints of blood.

After learning about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., second
graders in Kassy Babeckos' class decided to hold a food
drive. Together they gathered 498 pounds of food for
the Gladstone Food Pantry.

Wetten students join Oregon Battle of the Books
Fifty fourth and fifth graders from John
Wetten Elementary faced off in April,
competing in the Oregon Battle of the
Books.
The statewide contest is an opportunity for
students to read and answer questions
about 16 books, including fiction,
biography, non-fiction, and a graphic novel.
Eight teams competed, with imaginative
names like the Fire Readers, the War Bees,
and Unstoppable Frogs. All received an
orange OBOB t-shirt for the event.
The children also received many of the
OBOB titles free, thanks to a $1,250 grant
from First Book of Oregon.
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"My favorite book was Astrid the
Unstoppable," said student Leonie
Marlia. "It really inspired me." Fourth
grader Saul Villarr added, "I liked Guts,
because it was funny and I liked the
characters."
"The best thing about this event is the
camaraderie of reading and sharing
books," said library assistant Kim Burke,
who organized the event.
"The kids read anywhere from 4 titles to
all 16. The diverse options on this year's
list encouraged them to branch out and
explore different genres than they
usually read," she added.
ht t p : / / g l a d s to n e. k 1 2 . o r. u s

Student Investment
Account helps students
move past pandemic
When the Legislature approved the Student Investment
Account [SIA] in 2019, it was a turning point for Oregon
schools. Funded by the Corporate Activities Tax, this year
the fund provided Gladstone Schools over $1.4 million.
The district's unprecedented public involvement effort
in fall 2019 included forums, focus groups, and surveys
of students, parents, and educators. Health/wellbeing,
academic support, and student engagement
opportunities were priorities for all groups.
This year's SIA funding is only 70% of pre-pandemic
estimates. As the economy rebounds, SIA funding will
rise, and more planned projects can move forward.
This is what has been funded to date:

Education Foundation
plans raffle, auction, golf
This school year, the Gladstone Education Foundation [GEF]
awarded $35,000 for projects in Gladstone schools. Next the
volunteer-run nonprofit plans a series of fundraisers to
benefit students next year.
Online Raffle: A lucky winner will spend a week in Hawaii
during spring break 2023. Tickets can be purchased now
through 6 p.m. May 13 at https://gladstone2022.ggo.bid/
Online auction: From May 8 to 15, one can bid on travel getaways, fishing excursions, gift baskets and more. Sign up
now at https://gladstone2022.ggo.bid/ The pre-show for
the live online event starts at 6:15 p.m. on May 13.
Golf Tournament: Find your foursome and join the fun
at Stone Creek Golf course, with a shotgun start at 1 p.m.
on July 13. Sign up at www.gladstonefoundation.org/

Health and Wellbeing
• Suicide prevention training for all staff [in progress]
• Two school health assistants
• Two added school counselors serving grades K-8
• Two student support specialists for middle school
• Dean of Students at Gladstone High

Targeted Supports
• Bilingual student and family advocate
• Math intervention specialist at John Wetten
• Intervention teacher for GCCF
• Reduction in first grade class sizes
• Expanded electives at middle school and high school
• Supplies for students who are unhoused

Engaging Opportunities
• One more Physical Education teacher at John Wetten

Clubs at Kraxberger
connect kids, mentors
Kraxberger Middle School just launched a wide array
of new clubs designed to help students connect to
their school community. The options include Track,
Ping Pong, Homework Club, Writers Club, Students
Advocating for Equity [SAFE], and Environmental Club.
The long success of Kraxberger's Gearheads Robotics
Club and E-Recycling Club have shown many
benefits for middle schoolers.

Gladstone High students staged the
musical Annie in April.

"All of these clubs provide a safe space for sixth,
seventh, and eighth graders to make and grow
connections with teachers, staff and peers," said
program coordinator Jammie Landis. "Kids can learn
new skills while having fun and building community
within their school."
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Elementary students learn coding skills
In technology class, Gladstone's
kindergarten, first and second grade
students are learning block coding to
program Sphero Indi robots. The
project was funded by a grant from the
Gladstone Education Foundation.
By placing different colored tiles in the
right sequence, children control the
robot's motions and drive it along a
desired course.

87% enroll in GHS
Career/Tech classes
At Gladstone High School, 87% of
students take career/technical
[CTEC] classes before graduation.
That's 13% above the state average,
and also much higher than all
adjacent districts.

use more advanced Sphero robots to
take their block coding skills to the
next level.
Gladstone schools offer robotics for
students at all levels,with competitive
teams at Kraxberger Middle School
and Gladstone High School.

"This teaches students the basics of
programming from an early age, and
lets them learn through trial and error,"
said Technology teacher Greg
Wendling. "This is a fun way to
reinforce computational thinking skills."
John Wetten students in grades 3 to 5

Key dates, 2022-23 school year

The CTEC Consortium study compiled
enrollment from three cohort years
from 2017 to 2020. The data can be
found here: https://
gladstonekids.com/CTEC

August 29 — First Day of School, grades K, 1, 6, and 9
August 30 — First Day of School, grades 2–5, 7-8, and 10-12
September 2-5 — Labor Day break [no school]
October 10 — No School [Progress Reports]
November 11 — No School [Veteran’s Day]
November 21-25 — Thanksgiving break
December 19 - January 2 — Winter Break
January 16 — No School [Martin Luther King, Jr. Day]
February 20 — No School [President’s Day]
March 27-31 — Spring Break
May 29 — No School [Memorial Day]
June 15 — Last day for all students/Graduation

"Gladstone's CTEC classes range
from medical terminology,
engineering, and video production to
accounting, construction, and cyber
security," said Principal Kevin Taylor.
Research shows that students who
take multiple classes in a CTEC
program are 25% more likely to
graduate in four years.
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