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Wetten transforms elementary math
When teachers at John Wetten Elementary chose their school’s new
math curriculum, they did more
than examine textbooks and review
research. They took their top two
approaches for a test drive.
Each grade level had two teachers on the team, so they planned a
side-by-side comparison, piloting
key lessons in the top two curriculums with their students.
Afterward, they compared notes on
student understanding, engagement, and learning. In the end, they
chose Bridges, from Oregon’s Math
Learning Center.
“Math looks different this year,” said

Principal Wendy Wilson. “When you
step into a math class, there’s a lot
of energy in the room. You see students engaged in dialog, explaining
their reasoning and problem solving approaches. Many kids now say
math is their favorite class!”
The Bridges curriculum uses pattern blocks, geoboards, tiles, math
games, and dice to teach math
fundamentals like subtraction,
geometry, multiplication, fractions,
and probability.
The hands-on approach helps
children visualize different solutions
to math problems, and encourages
them to explore multiple ways of
solving a problem.

Sixth graders thrive at
Outdoor School
Sixth graders from Kraxberger
Middle School are experiencing a rite of passage at Outdoor
School, a tradition in Gladstone for over 35 years. Along
with camp songs and skits,
they are learning environmental science in forests and rivers from Canby to Welches.
“Hands-on lessons teach them
about the water cycle, streamside habitats, sustainable
practices, native plants, and
the components of soil, including sand, silt, and clay,” said
teacher Azure Akamay. “The
kids have discovered that nature
is the best science lab ever.”

http://gladstone.k12.or.us

New leaders take the
helm at Kraxberger
Two new administrators are leading Kraxberger Middle School.
Heather Bailey is the new
Principal. She has been
an educator for 22 years,
previously serving as the
Principal of Russell and
Butler Creek Elementary
Schools. She was a classroom teacher for
15 years before that. She holds a Master’s
degree from Concordia University.
Charlie Mikulsky is the
new Vice Principal. He has
experience in administration, counseling, and
teaching. Originally from
Wisconsin, he comes to
Gladstone from the Reynolds School District, where he served as
counselor, dean of students, and assistant
principal.

Gladstone High School offers college
courses taught by CCC professors

Erik Richter joins
School Board

Students earn college and high
school credits simultaneously.

Gladstone High is offering a
new college course this fall,
Introduction to Business.
Clackamas Community College
professor Nathan Webster teaches
economics, entrepreneurship,
accounting, finance, marketing,
and management.

“These classes provide an easy
way for high school students to
experience college-level learning
and begin earning college
credits,” said Principal Kevin

Erik Richter, elected
in May, joined the
Gladstone School
Board in July.
A senior IT operations manager at U.S.
Bank, Richter is a Gladstone resident.
He has three children: one a graduate of Gladstone High School, one a
senior at GHS, and one starting grade
six at Kraxberger Middle School.
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Students can also earn college
credits via Advanced Placement
[AP] courses, and dual-credit
college classes through Oregon
Tech, Portland State University,
and other colleges.

When lightning hit a sequioia tree
last August, it damaged the home
of retired Kraxberger Principal
Nancy Bailey.

Children who attended kindergarten at
the Gladstone Center for Children & Families score 11% above the state average for
third grade math and literacy.
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This dual-credit program also
offers popular courses like
Psychology 101 and Public
Speaking. New classes this year
include Introduction to Health
Care and Music Appreciation.

School staff, alumni,
and students clear
lightning strike debris
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Taylor. “It’s not uncommon for
students to earn as many as 60
credits before graduation.”

S c hools

She was grateful when 30 staff,
alumni, and students from Gladstone Schools showed up to chop
the debris into firewood and haul it
to families in need.
http://gladstone.k12.or.us

Golf tournament raises
$14,000 for Gladstone schools

GHS to honor
Veterans

The Gladstone Education Foundation’s annual golf
tournament netted $14,000 for Gladstone schools and
youth programs. The July 11 event took place at Stone
Creek Golf Course.

Veterans and active-duty
military personnel are
invited to a special event
honoring Veterans at Gladstone High School. They
are welcome to bring
guests.

Last year the GEF awarded $31,500 in grants to classrooms and youth programs across Gladstone. Funded
projects ranged from elementary curriculum and athletic equipment to field trips and parenting programs.
To contribute to the Foundation, call Exective Director
Tammy Tracy at 503.655.2777.

John Wetten students tour
advertising agency
This fall, some John Wetten students were invited for a
behind-the-scenes tour of Hinge Studios to learn about
the 3D technology used to produce digital animation
and smart phone apps.
“Students saw the whole project development process
step by step, from a roughly sketched story board to the
professionally-produced commercial created by Hinge
Studios,” said Volunteer Coordinator Theresa Schmidt.
“They also learned how writers and animators work together on projects for the Cartoon Network and Pixar.”

GHS to stage one-act plays
Teen stress is the theme of a pair of one-act plays
drama students will stage at Gladstone High this fall
Stressed, a one-act play by Alan Haehnel, covers
the pressures of grades, school, work, friends,
parents, coaches, dating, money, and life.
Anonymous, by Allison Green, is a timeless story of
teen struggles like trying to fit in, trying to
belong, and trying to fall in love.
Both plays will be performed November 15
and 16 in the Gladstone High School Auditorium
starting at 7 p.m. Tickets are $5 at the door.

http://gladstone. k12.or.us

The event will take
place on Friday, November 8, starting at 10:15 a.m. with a reception in the
cafeteria. Veterans and their families will be treated to a
featured speaker and performances by the band and
choir in a full school assembly.
To reserve your seats, call Leslie Robinette at
503.974.5077 or email info@gladstone.k12.or.us.

Eric Graves resumes role of
School Resource Officer
After time exploring other roles
with the Gladstone Police Department, Officer Eric Graves
is returning to the job he likes
best, School Resource Officer.
Officer Graves works in all
four Gladstone schools. He
spends time serving breakfast at the elementary school,
reading to kindergarteners,
presenting on Kraxberger’s career day, or helping
with mock interviews at Gladstone High.
“Guiding and mentoring students is an important part
of my role, educating teens about the law and showing
them their choices matter,” said Graves. “I want them to
know that when they make good choices, good things
happen.”
To anonymously report school
threats, drugs, violence, or
harm to students, email
tip@safeoregon.com
or call 844.472.3367.
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School district seeks public
input on new funding
Before writing a plan for an added $1.4 million in state
funds coming to the district starting next fall, the
Gladstone District is asking parents, staff, and students
for their input.
“This is a turning point for Oregon schools, and we want
to be sure our community has the chance to weigh
in on student needs and education priorities,” said
Superintendent Bob Stewart.
The district launched an unprecedented public
involvement effort, starting with more than 200
employees participating in a staff survey in August.

meetings with parents of English Learners and students
with disabilities, Black families, Latino families, Asian,
Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander families, and families of
multiracial students.

Other input opportunities include the national Youth
Truth surveys of staff, grade 3-12 students, and parents
from October 7 to 18, as well as district surveys of
parents and all Gladstone High School students.

The district is also convening committees including
community members to gather input on technology,
nutrition services, and Measure 98 programs.

The District planned nine focus groups called Soup with
the Superintendent. There was one at each school, plus

“The ultimate goal is making measurable improvements in student mental health and achievement,” said
Stewart. “What we learn will help us shape our plan.”

Church volunteers spruce up schools
To prepare Gladstone schools to welcome students
back, last August five churches pitched in on painting,
Clothes Closet projects, and weeding at the GCCF,
John Wetten, Kraxberger, and Gladstone High School.
Volunteers in came from The Source, Gladstone First
Baptist, Gladstone Christian Church, Gospel Fellowship
Community Church, and Gladstone Church of the
Nazarene.
The Glad Report is published by Gladstone Schools to keep our community informed of school happenings.
Editor: Leslie Robinette, info@gladstone.k12.or.us • More online at http://gladstone.k12.or.us
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