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To increase safety for students and 
staff, the school district installed a 
“buzz in” entrance security system  
at the front door of each school.  

“Putting the system in place now 
allows us to test it a few weeks so we 
can make any needed modifications 
before the next school year begins,” 
said Technology Coordinator Ryan 
Johnson. 

Cameras are installed near the front 
entry of each school. Those who 
wish to enter during the school day 
should push the call button. The 
front office staff will unlock the door 
for those approved for entry. 

Schools have a wide array of safety 

procedures already in place, 
including the Safe Oregon tip line, 
increased student access to mental 
health services, frequent drills, 
staff training in Run/Hide/Fight 
strategies, and partnership with 
School Resource Officer Lee Gilliam. 

The district’s threat assessment  
team is trained to move quickly 
through an in-depth evaluation 
of potential threats. They work 
directly with the Gladstone Police, 
the Sheriff’s Office, the Department 
of Human Services, and the County 
Juvenile Department.  

“We are more ready to detect and 
prevent violence than ever before,” 
said Superintendent Bob Stewart.
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Schools add entry security systems 

Gladstone High School’s symphonic band took first in the Tri-Valley League 
and placed fifth at State. “I’m so proud of them. This is the best we’ve done in 
eight years,” said director Seth Arnold. 

Kraxberger science 
night fascinates families 
Kraxberger Middle School’s Mad 
Science Night gave students and 
families a chance to try hands-on 
laboratory experiments.  

They launched trebuchets, drove 
robots, and made non-Newtonian 
fluids. They also explored 3-D print-
ing, and tested maglev vehicles.

“This was a fun opportunity for fam-
ilies to learn science and technology  
together,” said Principal Len Reed. 
“Our AVID program and the 
science team made it exciting.”
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This spring, the Gladstone Education 
Foundation [GEF] awarded more than 
$10,000 in grant funds to support six 
projects in three schools.

“I’m pleased about the range of students 
who will benefit, and the variety of ac-
tivities that can now be offered,” said GEF 
Board Member Bill Stewart.

Funded projects include:

Education Foundation 
funds spring projects

Stadium rentals fund turf replacement 

When Gladstone High installed artificial turf in 2006, the district 
knew they would have to replace it in 8 to10 years. For 11 years, the 
district set aside field rentals from outside groups and fees from the 
owner of an on-site cell tower for eventual turf replacement.  
 
This summer, new turf will be installed using the collected savings, 
which provided enough funds to cover the cost.  
 
Outdoor School is a rite of passage 
for Gladstone sixth graders
This is the 37th year 
Gladstone sixth 
graders have spent 
a week at outdoor 
school in Rockaway. 
 
“For some students, 
this is their first 
time attending a 
camp or spending 
time away from 
their family,” said 
program leader Jill 
Cone.   

Golf tournament to 
raise funds for kids  
The Gladstone Education Founda-
tion’s annual golf tournament will 
raise funds for Gladstone school and 
youth programs. 
 
The tournament has a shotgun start 
at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 11  
at Stone Creek Golf Course.  
 
Participation is $125 per Golfer 
or $450 per foursome. Hole 
sponsorship is $250, or $750 with 
golf for four. To register a team, call 
Tammy Tracy at 503.655.2777 or 
email tracyt@gladstone.k12.or.us.

• John Wetten Elementary:  After school 
STEAM Science Classes
• Kraxberger Middle School:  Chrome-
books for Study Skills Course
• Kraxberger Middle School:  After 
School Mentor Program
• Gladstone High Robotics Team: STEM 
Diversity Summer Program
• Gladstone High: Shakespeare Perform-
ers Workshop
• Gladstone High: Digital Classroom 
Library

 

 
 

The week is focused on a series 
of  environmental science units 
taught by Kraxberger teachers. 
 
In small groups, students study 
the ecology of ponds, plants, 
beaches, dunes, and arthropods. 
They also do lessons on recycling, 
art in nature, Oregon history, and 
outdoor skills like compass use 
and shelter building. 

Gladstone High students vie 
for coveted spots as camp 
counselors, mentoring younger 
students in decades-long camp 
traditions. 
 
The program is supported by 
the Oregon State Extension 
Service, grants from Metro and 
Clackamas River Water, parent 
funding, and fundraising. 
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Free summer programs 
provide fun and learning

John Wetten Students join 
Oregon Battle of the Books

Summer KAOS [grades 6 to 8} 
9 a.m. to noon, Mondays to Thursdays from June 18 to 
July 13. The $25 fee includes an Oaks Park trip. Snacks 
and lunch are provided. Registration required at the 
Kraxberger School Office. Program activities vary from 
sports and crafts to games, cooking, dance, and more. 
 
Summer Robotics 
All programs are located in the back portables behind 
Kraxberger Middle School. For information, call robot-
ics mentor Shawn Price at 503.723.5600 or email shawn.
price@gladstonerobotics.com. 
 
Electronics recycling & free lunch [grades 5 to 8] 
Tuesdays: 10 to 11:30 a.m. Drop in June 19 & 26 and July 
10 & 17. Learn e-recycling while raising funds to support 
the Kraxberger robotics program. 
 
Ultimaker Design Card Game [grades 6 to 12} 
Wednesdays: 2 to 4 p.m. Drop in June 20 & 27 and July 
11 & 18. Learn a design game to provoke, inspire, and 
entertain designers, artists, and engineers of all levels. 
 
Robotics Research & Development [grades 6 to 12] 
Fridays, 4 to 6 p.m.  Drop in June 22 & 29 and July 13 
& 20. Be involved in planning next year’s robot. Help  
research and build better robots. 
 
Events at Gladstone Center for Children & Families: 
Gladstone Public Library’s free summer reading pro-
gram includes several events at GCCF for all ages. Free 
lunch for kids from 11 a.m. to noon.  {$3 for adults] More 
events are listed at www.gladstonepubliclibrary.org. 
 
Steve’s Creature Feature: Monday, July 18 at 10 a.m. 
and noon: Live interctive educational reptile program. 
Two different show times to include more people.  
 
Border Collies International: Monday, July 2 at noon. 
Rescued dogs perform sports and skits , teaching life 
skills and responsibility for all ages.  
 
Portland Opera: Wednesday, July 18 at noon:  
Professional singers perform kid-friendly operas. 
 
Metropolitan Youth Symphony: Monday, July 30 at 
noon. A string ensemble performs and an instrument 
“petting zoo” lets kids touch and try instruments. 

Fifty John Wetten 
4th and 5th grad-
ers participated in 
the Oregon Bat-
tle of the Books 
[OBOB], this year,

Library assistants 
Julie Kempster and 
Nancy West orga-
nized the event, 
where eight teams 

competed to answer questions about 10 books from
the statewide list.

“Students were very excited about Battle of the Books,” 
said Volunteer Coordinator Theresa Schmidt. “Chil-
dren took the competition very seriously and were 
diligent about preparing, even using recess time.” 
 
Favorite books included Wild Wings by Gill Lewis and 
The Case of the Case of Mistaken Identity by Mac Barnett.

The Gladstone/Oak Lodge Rotary Club provided  
T-shirts for the event.

Gladstone sponsors free 
summer lunch program 
Gladstone Schools will sponsor a free summer lunch 
program open to youths from age 1 to 18. The pro-
gram runs weekdays from June 18 to August 17. [closed 
July 4 for Independence Day] Adult lunches cost $3.
 
Free hot lunches will be provided at two sites: 
• Gladstone Center for Children & Families [GCCF] 
18905 Portland Avenue. 
11 a.m. to noon 
• Kraxberger Middle School 
17777 Webster Road 
11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
 
All youths are welcome, regardless of race, color,  
national origin, sex, religious creed, language, culture,
disability, income, or political beliefs. 



Key dates for next school year 
The Gladstone School Board approved the calendar for the 
2018-19 school year. As in the past, school will begin after 
Labor Day. A copy of the calendar is available at: www.
gladstone.k12.or.us/2018-19-calendar/ 

Key dates for 2018-19 
September 4 – First school day for grades K to 6 and grade 9 
September 5 – First school day for grades 7-8 and 10-12. 
November 12 – Veterans Day holiday 
November 21 to 23 – Thanksgiving Break 
December 24 to January 4 – Winter Break 
January 21 – Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday 
February 18 – Presidents Day holiday 
March 25 to 29 – Spring Break 
May 27 – Memorial Day holiday 
June 12 – Last day of school/Graduation

Kindergarten science classes watched caterpil-
lars transition to pupae and then butterflies. They 
also planted a butterfly garden to nurture them.

Gladstone High offers social 
studies class on food
The Culture and History 
of Food is a new social 
studies course at 
Gladstone High School 
this term. Students will 
explore food through 
the lens of social science.

“We wanted to create 
a class that gives kids 
a new and different 
option for elective credit 
while highlighting the 
importance of food to 
our human development 
and history,” said social 
studies teacher Ryan 
Browning. 

 “Food is something that connects everyone on the 
planet in some way, and it can help us understand the 
complex relationships, issues, and events that have 
shaped our world,” he added.

Each unit in the class will teach hands-on culinary skills, 
with an emphasis on safe food preparation.  Bob’s Red 
Mill donated most of the basic food ingredients needed. 
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 Safe Oregon Tip Line 
To anonymously report school threats, 
drugs, violence, or harm to students, call 
844.472.3367 or email tip@safeoregon.com.


