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GHS graduation rate up 5 percent
		 In 2015, Gladstone High School
surpassed the state graduation rate by
12.8 percent, with nearly 87% of students
graduating in four years. The school’s
graduation rate was 5 percent higher than
the previous year.
“We want each student to be college or
career ready when they leave high school,”
said Interim Principal Nancy Bailey. “We
will continue to try new support strategies
to get every student across the finish line.”
Gladstone High has a strong success
rate with Latino/Hispanic students, with
87 percent graduating on time. That tops
the state average by nearly 20 percent.
Students in poverty also do better in
Gladstone, with 81 percent graduating on
time, 15 percent above the state average.

“When kids struggle, it’s about more
than academics,” said Vice Principal Patti
Alexander. “Each student has unique
issues, from depression, anxiety, or
poverty to learning disabilities.”
To raise the graduation rate, each
school is strategically focused on more
than academics. Kindergarten classes
work on social-emotional skills. John
Wetten students learn self-regulation.
Kraxberger students learn organization
and collaboration. Gladstone High clubs
connect students with mentors and peers.
“We are giving students strategies to
combat stress, build determination, and
focus persistently on striving toward a
goal,” said Bailey. “All these things build a
foundation for graduation success.”

February 20th
auction to support
Gladstone Schools
The Gladstone Education
Foundation plans an auction and
luau to raise funds for Gladstone
schools and youth programs.
The event is Saturday, February
20, at the Clackamas County
Fairgrounds. “Let’s Make Waves,”
is the theme, and participants are
encouraged to wear beach attire.
Auction donations are still needed.
Tickets are available for $40 each.
For either, call Tammy Tracy at
503.655.2777.

Update vaccines!

Last fall, 106 Gladstone High students joined 25 teachers, alumni, and parents to help
neighbors at 22 locations across Gladstone. Together they painted fences, mowed lawns,
raked leaves, and tackled other chores for home-bound neighbors.		
http://gladstone.k12.or.us

Students are encouraged to
update their vaccines before
School Exclusion Day on
February 17. Find out more:
http://1.usa.gov/1VlJp4B

Volunteer
Spotlight
Mindy Christopher
John Wetten Volunteer
As the mother of five,
Mindy Christopher has a
busy life. Still, she finds
time to volunteer at
John Wetten Elementary
School most days.
“Mindy assembles, copies, and organizes
materials for my class, but also for all of
2nd grade,” said teacher Cathy Pheil. “She
pops in multiple times each week -- sometimes daily -- to offer help. I know she also
helps many other teachers in our school.”
“Volunteering is just a simple way of
showing our teachers how much I truly
appreciate all they do for my kids,” said
Christopher. “Sometimes words aren’t
enough. Raising great kids takes a team,
and I believe our teachers are part of my
team. Volunteering allows me to show my
kids that giving back is part of being in a
community.”
Douglas Buchner
Gladstone Center for
Children & Families
Volunteer
After retiring from the
insurance field a few
years ago, Douglas
decided to volunteer as a lunch buddy at
GCCF. One thing led to another, and now
he volunteers at least three days a week.

Four Gladstone students chosen for all-state choir
John Wetten fifth graders Hudson Winfrey, Leesa Jo, Isabella Kuther,
and Carver Kolln rehearse for their All-State Choir performance in
Eugene. They will perform with 120 singers from across Oregon.

Middle schoolers raise funds
for homeless teens
Eighth grade students from Kraxberger Middle School raised $1,700 to support
homeless youths by hosting a talent show and auction on January 8. The funds
raised will benefit P:EAR and Springwater Transitional Living.
Macie Kingsley’s 8th grade language arts class organized the event as part of
their study of homelessness. After learning Clackamas County has more than
2,000 homeless people, they wanted to help.
“We call ourselves Hope Nation because we believe hope can grow throughout
a nation,” said student Hannah Shaw. “We might be 12, 13, or 14, but we can
make a real difference in our community.”
Students performed
songs, tap dancing,
guitar, and
piano. Portland
Chamber Music
also performed. In
addition, the group
auctioned off 14
pieces of art created
by homeless teens.

“Douglas has been working with kindergarteners for the past three years,” said
teacher Kassy Babeckos. “He works with
small groups, challenges students oneon-one, runs reading groups, and helps
at recess, always with a smile.”
“Volunteering at GCCF is fun,” said
Buchner. “I love hanging out with the
kids, especially at lunch time. They always
have something interesting to say.”
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Hope Nation 8th graders and teacher
Macie Kingsley [right] share information
about homeless veterans.

“This was a testament
to what kids can do
to change our world,”
said teacher Erinn
Emmons.

http://gladstone.k12.or.us

Education Foundation awards
grants to Gladstone schools
In December, the Gladstone Education Foundation awarded
14 grants totaling over $20,400 to support innovative projects
benefiting Gladstone youths.
“From science and the arts to literacy and enrichment programs,
we are making an impact in children’s lives in the classroom and
beyond,” said Executive Director Tammy Tracy.

Funded projects include:
Gladstone High:

Kraxberger Middle School:

John Wetten Elementary:

GCCF:
The Clackamas Bookshelf
Northwest Family Services

Non-Eurocentric Social Studies
Effective Photojournalism
Document Cameras for Art
6th Grade Writing Project
Clay Slab Roller for Art
AVID Trip to 3 Universities
Indoor Soccer & Volleyball
Leveled Literacy Books
After School Enrichment
iPad Minis for Behavior Support
Early Childhood Science
Cookies, Cocoa & Carols event
Free Books for Kids
Summer enrichment/grades 5-8

To fund more grants this spring, community members are
invited to attend the GEF auction, planned for February 20 at
the Clackamas County Fairgrounds. For sponsorship, tickets, or
more information, contact Tammy Tracy at 503-655-2777.

Food pantry use expands
Since launching a new partnership with the Oregon Food Bank,
the Gladstone Food Pantry has seen a dramatic increase in the
variety of foods available and the number of families served.
“Each week we serve around 38 families from Gladstone and the
surrounding neighborhoods,” said coordinator Lennie Bjornsen.
“Some have childrens, others are single, and many are seniors.”
The foods available vary from week to week, including meats,
milk, fresh and frozen produce, breakfast cereal, baking supplies,
bread, eggs, and canned goods. Visitors are welcome once a week,
encouraged to take enough free food for two to three days.
The pantry is open Thursdays from 3 to 5:30 p.m. and Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to noon. It is located on the north side of
Gladstone High School off Nelson Lane. For more information
or to donate, call Leslie Robinette at 503.974.5077.

http://gladstone. k12.or.us

Third graders get free dictionaries
This fall the Gladstone/Oak Grove Rotary Club continued
their annual tradition, presenting each third grader in
Gladstone with their own dictionary. Students were
excited to look up new words and read the Constitution.

AVID gets Kraxberger
students ready for college
Advancement Via Individual Determination [AVID] is a
schoolwide college readiness system launched this year with
sixth graders at Kraxberger Middle School.
Next year the program will expand to include seventh
graders, with eighth graders added the following year.
The nationally- known program teaches notebook
organization, note taking strategies, and study skills while
boosting student engagement through lively Socratic
Seminar discussions.
“Some students have the opportunity to take an AVID
elective class, with small-group tutoring sessions twice a
week,” said Principal Becky Lukens. “Students are
encouraged to challenge themselves with rigorous classes.”
For more information about AVID, visit www.avid.org/.

Glad Facts

Kindergarten readiness
program to continue at GCCF
Thanks to a $28,000 grant from Byron & Cynthia
Grant, next summer the GCCF will again offer
a month-long kindergarten readiness summer
camp for 24 students.
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Gladstone Schools open to
fall applicants until April 1
Oregon’s Open Enrollment law provides an annual opportunity
for school choice. Many families who seek the security of a small
community choose Gladstone Schools. The district has openings
for students in kindergarten through grade 10. Schools include:
Kindergarten: This full-day program is part of the Gladstone
Center for Children & Families, a state-of-the-art early
childhood facility. Students have weekly instruction from art,
physical education, music, science, & technology specialists.
John Wetten Elementary: Besides core academics, students
have weekly learning in music, physical education, Chinese,
library, and technology. After school programs and childcare are
available.
Kraxberger Middle School: This small school offers the AVID
college-readiness system. Each sixth grader attends a 5-day
Outdoor School. Electives include Spanish, band, technology,
art, and Chinese. After school programs include robotics, book
groups, and intramural sports.

In December, Gladstone Schools joined forces with the Gladstone
Fire Department, Kiwanis,and the Gladstone-Oak Grove Rotary to
provide holiday food, toys, and gift cards for 131 Gladstone families.
The schools helped with food and coin drives. Student leaders
from Gladstone High sorted donations for each family and helped
load delivery vehicles.

Gladstone High School: This small, college preparatory school
offers 66 electives, with fine and performing arts, 35 college-level
& honors classes, 15 on-site career-technical programs, 19 sports,
and 14 clubs including competitive robotics. World language
options include Mandarin Chinese and Spanish.
Tours are available at each school. To apply by the April
1 deadline, contact Natalie Weninger at 503.496.3935.
Application forms are posted on the district website: www.
gladstone.k12.or.us. If more students apply for a grade
level than the number of openings, a lottery will determine
admissions.

The Glad Report is published by Gladstone Schools to keep our community informed of school happenings.
Editor: Leslie Robinette robinettel@gladstone.k12.or.us • More online at http://gladstone.k12.or.us
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