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GHS graduation rate tops state average
In 2016, Gladstone High School
surpassed the state graduation rate
by over 5 percent, with more than 80
percent of students graduating in
four years. In the previous class, over
88 percent of Gladstone students
graduated within 5 years.
“We continually re-focus our efforts
with the goal of getting each student
over the bar,” said Principal Kevin
Taylor. “Support programs after school
and Saturday mornings help us provide
more individual support to students
who struggle.”
At Gladstone High more than 76
percent of students in underserved

races graduated on time, 8.4 percent
above the state average.
Students with disabilities [13% of the
student body] surpassed the state
average by more than 12 percent, with
nearly 68 percent graduating in four
years.
“Achievement gaps for disadvantaged
students are beginning to close, but
we still have work to do,” Taylor said.
“To better understand the experiences
of students of color in our schools, this
fall we held a series of focus groups
with students and parents. What we
learned will guide our strategy moving
forward.”

Student wins state honor
Gladstone High student Daniel
Diaz Rodrigues will be honored
this month with the Matt Bailey
Student of the Year Award. The
award honors a student with
disabilities who succeeds in
launching a career.
Daniel developed job skills
through many courses and
activities in high school. Through
a range of experiences, he developed an interest in working in the
food industry. As a result, Daniel
successfully applied for a job in the
John Wetten cafeteria.

This fall, 6th graders at Kraxberger Middle School held a science fair. Each
student formed a hypothesis, collected data, and analyzed the results,
presenting their project using a Powerpoint presentation.

http://gladstone.k12.or.us

“I attribute a lot of his success to
his parents, who taught him motivation and a strong work ethic,”
said Toni de Peel, who coordinates
the Adult Transitions Program at
Gladstone High School. Daniel is
the second Gladstone student in
five years to receive this honor.

Volunteers
needed!
To volunteer, contact Theresa Schmidt
at 503.656.6564, ext. 265 or email
schmidtt@gladstone.k12.or.us.

Lead an after school
club for children
John Wetten Elementary needs
volunteers to lead after school clubs
that help children develop new skills
and interests.
Possible clubs include chess, Legos,
knitting, robotics, arts & crafts, drama,
speech & debate, science, cooking,
or book club. Other club types are
welcome, too.
Group size will be limited to 10
students. The school will provide
needed supplies and assistance from
a staff member.
Clubs meet one hour per week from
2:20 to 3:20 p.m. Each class will meet
4 to 8 times this winter or spring
based on volunteer availability.

Be a Lunch Buddy

Children who meet regularly with an
adult mentor are more likely to
succeed in school and avoid drugs.

Love numbers? Math helpers are
needed to work with children in
grades three to five at John Wetten
Elementary.
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Continuing a long tradition, the Gladstone/Oak Grove Rotary Club
gave each third grader at John Wetten Elementary School their own
dictionary. Students raced to discover the longest word.

Education Foundation funds
innovative classroom learning
The Gladstone Education Foundation [GEF] awarded over $20,000
in grants to support school and community programs that benefit
Gladstone youth.
Funded projects include:
• Virtual Welding at Gladstone High
• Expansion of the Backpack Buddies program
• Leveled literacy books for John Wetten Elementary

Each adult volunteer is paired with a
student at John Wetten Elementary
to share lunch and recess once a
week or every other week throughout the school year.

Help kids with math

Rotary gives dictionaries to third graders

• Books for the library at Kraxberger Middle School
• Capturing Story Creations for kindergarten
• Early literacy programs at Gladstone Public Library
• Challenge Day for 7th graders at Kraxberger Middle School
• Thursday Hour educational events at Gladstone Center for
Children & Families
• A ceramics kiln for Gladstone High School
• An Oregon Shakespeare Festival Trip for Gladstone High students
“Gladstone is a community that cares about kids,” said grant giving
chair Leslie Robinette. “By supporting classroom innovation, family
support programs, and early childhood programs, the GEF works to
help children fulfill their highest potential.”

S c hools
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Kraxberger focus is
inclusion, caring
The staff at Kraxberger Middle School is building a
Culture of Care, where calming routines and instruction
in social skills provide a safe learning environment that
enables each student to work to full potential.
“The middle school years can be challenging as young
teens test their limits, try new things, and face increasing rigor in academics,” said Principal John Olson.
“That’s why we are laser-focused on building a positive
school culture at Kraxberger.”
This fall, the district added a campus monitor, Wayne
Harris, who plays a key role in helping staff reinforce
behavior rules and clear expectations, whether in the
hallways, on the playground, or in the cafeteria.
In April, added counselor Kate Keating, plans Challenge
Day, a day-long workshop for seventh graders to build
an inclusive culture they will help lead the following
school year.
The school has made changes to the morning routine,
as well. Teachers, administrators, and classified staff
created a check-in/check-out system for students with
behavior challenges to focus them on daily goals. In addition, the school day begins with Morning Meetings in
each classroom, teaching students social skills, mindfulness, and self-management.
“We are expecially excited about working with student
leaders from Gladstone High School to build a middle
school student group who will continually focus on
building a positive school culture,” said Olson.
A three-year grant from Family Care Health Plans
supports a new Family Resource Coordinator for the
middle school, helping families navigate the social
service network to provide for basic needs. Family
stability is an essential foundation before students can
focus on learning.
“While some of this work is just beginning, we are
already seeing impressive results,” Olson added. “Discipline referrals have dropped from 10 per day last year
to 4 per day this year. I am so proud of the staff for what
they’ve accomplished by pulling together. It makes a
huge difference for kids.”
http://gladstone. k12.or.us

John Wetten students join All-state Choir
Gladstone 5th graders Payden Schumacher, Chloe
Black, and Maggie Meyer joined other top singers, performing with the All State Elementary Choir at a special
event in Eugene on January 13 and 14.

Kindergarten sponsors
provide support, enrichment
This fall, Gladstone’s kindergarten program launched a
new “Adopt-a-Classroom” sponsorship program to
support the district’s youngest students.
Sponsors include Bob & Melissa Everett, Douglas
Buchner, Rich Vargo Insurance [Nationwide], Tri-City
Baptist Church, Eye to Eye Clinic, Gladstone/Oak Grove
Rotary, Gold Wrench Automotive, Gladstone Kiwanis,
Fox Erosion Control & Landscape, and Brian Sutton of
Edward Jones.

Glad Facts
Did you know?
Gladstone High School students can choose from
36 different sports, clubs, and activities, from
Gardeners of the Galaxy and Ultimate
Frisbee to Robotics and Key Club. No
wonder 60% of our students are active
in at least one!
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Gladstone welcomes out-ofdistrict applicants until April 1
Oregon’s Open Enrollment law provides an annual
opportunity for school choice. Many families who seek the
security of a small community choose Gladstone Schools.
For fall 2017, the district has openings for students in
kindergarten through grade 10. Schools include:

In December, Gladstone High School joined forces with the Gladstone
Fire Department, Kiwanis, and the Gladstone-Oak Grove Rotary to
provide holiday food, toys, and gift cards for 111 Gladstone families.
Contributors to the effort included The Clackamas Bookshelf and
Happyrock Coffee Roasting Co.

Kraxberger Middle School
launches three fitness clubs
Thanks to grant funding from the Nike Foundation,
Kraxberger Middle School launched three free fitness clubs
this fall. Students can choose between Fitness Boxing,
Wrestling, or Soccer.

Kindergarten: This full-day program is part of the Gladstone
Center for Children & Families [GCCF], a state-of-the-art early
childhood facility. Students have weekly instruction in art,
physical education, music, science, & technology.
John Wetten Elementary: Besides core academics, students
have weekly learning in music, physical education, library,
and technology. After school childcare and several clubs are
available.
Kraxberger Middle School: This small school offers the
AVID college-readiness system. Each sixth grader attends
a 5-day Outdoor School. Electives include Spanish, band,
digital media, art, choir, building, and Chinese. After school
programs include robotics and several sports.

These clubs provide a positive way to get fit and work off
stress. In addition, they give students a chance to build new
skills while bonding with adult mentors and a positive
peer group.

Gladstone High School: This small, college preparatory
school offers 66 electives, with fine and performing arts, 35
college-level & honors classes, 15 on-site career-technical
programs, 18 sports, and 18 clubs including competitive
robotics. World language options include Mandarin Chinese
and Spanish.

“We chose these clubs based on a schoolwide survey of
student interests,” said Principal John Olson. “We hope our
kids will take this opportunity to get involved, make new
friends, and try something new.”

Tours or student shadow experiences are available at each
school. To apply by the April 1 deadline, contact Natalie
Weninger at 503.496.3935. Application forms are posted on
the district website: www.gladstone.k12.or.us.
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