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GHS graduation rate high and rising
Gladstone’s class of 2017 had a district
graduation rate of nearly 86 percent.
The rate is 9 percent over the state
average, an increase of over 8 percent
in five years.
“I give credit to our students and
teachers working together to achieve
this success in the classroom. We’ve
worked hard to address the individual
needs of students,” said Principal Kevin
Taylor. “This year we changed our
school schedule to provide daily after
school teacher support and also added
a new credit recovery program.”
Several student groups showed strong
increases. Special education students
had more than a 29 percent increase
in graduation rates over the past five

years and topped the state average by
17 percent.
Economically disadvantaged students
made a gain of over 16 percent in three
years, with 2017 graduates beating the
state average by nearly 10 percent.
Boys also had improved graduation
rates, with an increase of 13 percent
in three years. They beat the state
average by nearly 9 percent.
“We are proud to achieve a graduation
rate among the best in the state,” said
Superintendent Bob Stewart. “Our goal
is that within 3 years our graduation
rate will exceed 90 percent. We
believe we have the necessary student
supports in place to achieve this goal.”

City councilor visits middle
school student leaders
City Councilor Linda Neace visited the leadership class at Kraxberger Middle School to share
leadership strategies with 7th
and 8th grade students.
She discussed how to reach compromise, ways to work for positive
change, how to run for elective
office, and the importance of community involvement.

Glad Facts
March into Kindergarten

If your child starts kindergarten
this fall, join us for a classroom
visit and a school bus ride! Also
pick up your registration packet.
• March 20 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
at the Gladstone Center for
Children & Families,
18905 Portland Avenue

Glad Facts

John Wetten fifth graders are building skills in self-management, technology
use, and completing multi-step projects to prepare for middle school.
http://gladstone.k12.or.us

Shop with a Cop
helps Gladstone kids

Adin Williams wins
swimming gold

Officers from the Gladstone Police
Department joined the countywide
Shop with a Cop program to bring
Christmas joy to ten John Wetten
students and their families.

In December,
Gladstone High
School junior
Adin Williams
took first place in
three swim events
at the Can Am
Paralympic Swim
Meet in Charlotte,
North Carolina.
Williams, who has dwarfism, took
first place in the 50-meter freestyle,
the 50-meter butterfly, and the
100-meter freestyle, competing
against qualifying S6 American and
Canadian swimmers with dwarfism
or other disabilities.
His world ranking among paralympic
swimmers is 20th in the 50-meter
butterfly, 23rd in the men’s 50-meter
freestyle, and 28th in the 100-meter
freestyle.

This fantastical, magical musical brings
to life favorite characters from Dr.
Seuss, including Horton the elephant,
the Cat in the Hat, Gertrude McFuzz,
and more. Tickets will be sold at the
door.
Save the dates for this fun event:
• April 13 & 14 at 7 p.m.
• April 15 at 2 p.m.
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Middle school robotics teams donate
$1,000 to Kraxberger Rising
The two Kraxberger Gearheads robotics teams had such a successful
fundraising year that they donated $1,000 to their school’s
Kraxberger Rising campaign. Funds were raised through electronics
recycling, a year-round effort.

The Kraxberger Rising Campaign seeks to raise $50,000 by the
school’s 50th birthday in 2019 to add three new programs for middle
school students:

Seussical, the Musical
planned at GHS

|

“We appreciate the opportunity to
build positive relationships with
our Gladstone Police Department,”
said Principal Wendy Wilson. “Our
students loved the time spent with

“The school has opened up space for our club, and given supplies
and support,” said robotics mentor Shawn Price. “This year we
wanted to give back. That’s why the first $1,000 earned from
e-recycling was donated to the Kraxberger Rising project.”

This summer, Williams will compete
in the International Wheelchair &
amputee Sports Federation Youth
World Games in Athlone, Ireland.
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Each child got to ride in a police car,
enjoy breakfast with a police officer,
and choose gifts for the whole family.

• A Student Resource Center to provide on-site clothing, food,
school supplies, and social services.
• A Student Celebration Center, a gathering place to honor
kindness, community, performing arts, and academic success.
• A Family Resource Center where middle school parents can
mentor and learn from each other, and families can connect with
support programs.
The first $12,000 for the project was raised at the Gladstone
Education Foundation auction in October.
To watch a video about Kraxberger Rising, or to contribute to the
project, visit https://www.gladstonefoundation.org/.
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Education Foundation
grants transform learning
This fall, the Gladstone Education Foundation [GEF] awarded
nearly $21,000 to support 19 school and community projects.
“Thanks to the success of our auction in October, we were
able to award nearly $6,000 more than planned,” said GEF
President Terry Marsh. “We are so grateful to the staff and
community members who attended and supported that
event.”
Funding went to all four schools in the district as well as the
Clackamas Bookshelf and the Gladstone Kids Clothes Closet.
The grants will provide funding to support technology in
schools, art equipment, science and construction materials,
learning tools for English learners, photography equipment,
weights, and master clinicians for band students.

Education Foundation
seeks new Board members

Schools help
Adopt-a-Family
project
Each Gladstone school held
a food drive to support the
Adopt-a-Family project,
which served 115 families
in December.
The Gladstone Fire Department, Rotary, Kiwanis, and
Gladstone High student
leaders provided food
boxes, toys for children,
and gift cards for teens.

Rotarians support Wetten
students, Backpack Buddies
This year, the Gladstone/Oak Lodge
Rotary Club took on
two projects to benefit Gladstone kids.

The Gladstone Education Foundation (GEF) will be
seeking applications for new board members in the
near future.
The GEF was formed in 2000 with a mission to
raise funds to promote academic achievement and
enhanced learning opportunities for Gladstone
students, educators, and youth organizations.
Community members looking for an opportunity to get
involved with a fun and motivated group of volunteers
are invited to apply. Posting of the positions will occur in late February. For more information contact
Tammy Tracy at 503.650.2577 or tracyt@gladstone.k12.
or.us.

Glad Facts
Kraxberger launches Twitter feed!
Stay up to date with the latest news from Kraxberger Middle School by followng the school
on Twitter. Principal Len Reed will keep you
informed of school accomplishments, events,
and ways to get involved. Follow the feed
@WLKbulldog.

http://gladstone. k12.or.us

First they gave
a dictionary
to each third
grade student.
“The children were so excited to discover all the resources inside, from maps and planetary information to
the Declaration of independence,” said Rotarian
Baldwin van der Bijl. “This resource will serve them well
beyond third grade.”
This month, the group donated $3,200 to Gladstone’s
Backpack Buddy program, which delivers a weekly food
bag to 75 families with children in Gladstone schools.
“This generous donation will allow us to expand the
program to serve more families,” said program coordinator Leslie Robinette.
Project partners include Bob’s Red Mill, Dave’s Killer
Bread, Gladstone First Baptist, The Source Church, The
Table Church, Gospel Fellowship Community Church,
St. Stephen Lutheran, and Gladstone Christian Church.
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Schools welcome out-ofdistrict applicants for fall 2018
The Gladstone School District will admit students
from outside district borders for the 2018-19 school
year, with spots for students in kindergarten to grade
10. Applications, due April 1, are available at http://
gladstone.k12.or.us. For more information, call Natalie
Weninger at 503.496.3935.

Sixth graders conduct research

How well can rats smell? Which foods do cats prefer? What
ingredients make the best slime? Which soft drink is the most
explosive when shaken? Sixth grade scientists at Kraxberger
Middle School did research to find out.
Students displayed their research projects at a science fair in
December, explaining their research process and results to
those touring the exhibit.

Tooth Taxi visits Gladstone
Center for Children & Families
The Tooth Taxi visited the Gladstone Center for Children
& Families in January, providing free dental care to some
children who had never before visited a dentist.
The program screened 149 students and provided additional
care for 27 people, including cleanings, fillings, and tooth
extractions. Most served were preschool and kindergarten
students, receiving care valued at $19,000.

“Gladstone schools are at the heart of our small, closeknit community,” said Superintendent Bob Stewart. “We
offer an innovative, whole-child education, supporting
individual needs while providing a robust array of
academic opportunities.”
Outstanding programs in Gladstone Schools include:
• Kindergarten science, music, P.E., and art
• Elementary technology, music, library, and P.E.
• Culture of Care and trauma-informed education
• Middle school AVID college readiness program
• 5-day Outdoor School for all sixth graders
• 36 college-level courses
• 16 on-site career-technical classes
Each school will offer opportunities for tours or student
shadow experiences in February. To arrange a tour,
contact the school office.

The program is funded by the OEA Choice Trust, Moda
Health, and the Dental Foundation of Oregon.
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