
http://gladstone.k12.or.us

Gladstone’s class of 2018 had a 
graduation rate of 88 percent, up 
over 2 percent from the previous 
year. The rate, a historic high, is 9 
percent above the state average. 

“Our teachers work so hard to 
personalize instruction,” said 
Principal Kevin Taylor.  “Because our 
school is small, they can connect 
with students and get to know 
them, offering early interventions 
when kids need extra help.” 

One new strategy is online courses 
and individualized graduation plans 
to help at-risk students find success 
and graduate on time.

Students with disabilities made a 
dramatic improvement, with over 
83 percent graduating on time, up 

7 percent from the previous year. 
These students surpassed the state 
average by over 22 percent.

Latino/Hispanic students had a 
graduation rate over 90 percent, 
surpassing the state average by 
nearly 17 percent.

Economically disadvantaged 
students improved 24 percent in 
five years, with over 88 percent 
graduating on time.

“We are proud of the strong gains 
we’ve made, and plan to continue 
working to improve graduation 
rates,” said Superintendent Bob 
Stewart. “Adding more career-
technical programs is one way 
we’re engaging students to plan for 
their future careers.”
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Gladstone graduation rate at historic high 

Kraxberger’s new after school clubs help students build skills and make friends. 
Options include Cooking, Book Club, Chess, and Homework Help.

5th grade teachers   
target math support  
 

To address the individual math 
needs of fifth graders, teachers at 
John Wetten created a new 30-min-
ute support program that groups 
children by the specific skills they 
need to work on. 
 
Teachers provide targeted instruc-
tion, hands-on games, and number 
talk conversations. 
 
“The program is a hit with students, 
who appreciate the opportunity to 
work with different teachers and 
peers,” said teacher Cathy Mitchell. 
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Kraxberger eighth 
grader Kylie Totten runs 
an annual holiday toy 
drive for children at Do-
ernbecher Hospital.  
 
Her project began  in 
2012 in gratitude to 

8th grader completes 
toy drive

Rotary donates books, dictionaries 
 

As part of a global initiative to support literacy, the Gladstone/Oak 
Lodge Rotary Club donates dictionaries to every Gladstone third 
grader each fall. The group also donates one book each month of 
the school year to every kindergarten student at the Gladstone Cen-
ter for Children & Families. 
 
“Strong reading and writing skills are a critical foundation of all 
learning,” said Rotarian Baldwin van der Bijl. “Rotary is proud to do 
our part to ensure every student can reach their full potential.” 

 
Kraxberger Gearheads shine at 
regional competition
In January, the Kraxberger 
Gearheads robotics club 
put their skills to the test at 
a regional competition in 
Philomath. Both teams had a 
strong showing. 

Team 8188’s robot ran perfectly, 
resulting in two wins. Though 
they did not advance to the 
semi-finals, they won the first  
place Inspire Award for their 
robot’s strong performance and 
their engineering book. 

Team 8132 had four wins, thanks 
to skillful performance by 
the drive team. After a fourth 
place finish, they advanced to 
the semi-finals and the finals. 
They won the Think Award for 
their creative thinking, finished 
second for the Alliance Award, 

GHS to stage Legally 
Blond, the Musical  

Doernbecher, where she recovered from a 
ruptured appendix at age five.

This year Totten gathered over 300 do-
nated toys, delivered in time for Christ-
mas. To make a contribution to next year’s 
effort, send a message via the Kylie’s Toy 
Drive Facebook page or call 971.267.9968.

and took third place for the 
Connect Award. This team 
advanced to the Super Qualifiers 
on February 9.

“I’m proud of both our teams 
for their work to learn computer 
programming, electrical wiring, 
teamwork, and fabrication,” said 
mentor Shawn Price.  
 

Theater fans are look-
ing forward to the 
spring play at Glad-
stone High, Legally 
Blond, the Musical.

The show tells the  
story of Elle Woods, 
who battles stereo-

types and scandal in pursuit of her 
dream, learning about herself in her jour-
ney through law school. 
 
Performances in the Gladstone High 
School auditorium will be at 7 p.m. on 
April 13, 19, and 20, with a 2 p.m. matinee 
on April 14. Tickets are $7 at the door. 

Ready for kindergarten?  
If your child will be 5 by September 1, bring 
them to the Gladstone Center for Children & 
Families March 19 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The 
event includes a classroom visit, a school bus 
ride, and registration information. Questions? 
Call Heidi at 503.496.3939.
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Growing Great People dinner 
and auction to help kids 

Wetten teaches calming skills

The Gladstone Education Foun-
dation [GEF] plans the Growing 
Great People Dinner & Auction 
to raise funds for education and 
youth programs across Glad-
stone. 

 
Across Oregon, more 
students are experiencing 
stress, anxiety, and de-
pression. That’s why this 
fall, Wetten Elementary 
opened a new Student 
Learning Center [SLC].

There children work one-on-one with teacher Erika Nel-
son to learn self-regulation and calming skills. After teach-
er referral, a student is scheduled for a daily 20-minute 
visit, which becomes part of their regular school routine.

The dimly lit room is an oasis of calmness, offering stu-
dents a choice of seven stations from tactile therapy and 
painting to a light table, a reading nook, and an aquarium.

“This has had a schoolwide impact,” said Nelson. “As they 
learn to transfer skills to the classroom, students are more 
regulated, and that helps the whole class focus and learn.”

Zones of Regulation, a social-emotional learning cur-
riculum, are taught to all students during daily morning 
meetings, and each classroom has a calming corner.  

 
 

“Gladstone is known for supporting youth  and education,” 
said GEF President Terry Marsh. “We hope our community 
will turn out in force to have some fun and show kids how 
much we care!”

The event starts at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 6 at the 
World of Speed Motorsports Museum,  27490 SW 95th 
Avenue in Wilsonville. Dinner will be catered by Two 
Girls Catering and Barbecue. The cost is $75 per person 
or $600 for a table for 8. Table sponsorship is $700. 
 
To donate auction items or purchase tickets, contact  
Executive Director Tammy Tracy at tracyt@gladstone.
k12.or.us. Thanks to generous community support, 
last year GEF awarded $30,000 in grants to Gladstone 
schools. and youth programs. 
 

Senator Merkley honors  
Gladstone Food Pantry  
Senator Jeff Merkley held a town hall at Gladstone High 
in January. At the event, he presented representatives 
of the volunteer-run Gladstone Food Pantry with a flag 
flown over the nation’s capital. 
 
In 2018, the pantry, located behind Gladstone High 
School, provided free food for 6635 people. It is open 
Thursdays from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to noon. For information, call 503.496.3947.

Lunch Buddy program 
seeks volunteers
 
If your New Year’s Resolution includes volunteering, 
please consider being a lunch buddy for a student at 
John Wetten Elementary School.   
 
The program matches each adult volunteer with 
an elementary student to provide friendship, sup-
port and positive role modeling by sharing lunch 
and spending special time together at recess once 
a week or twice a month during the school year.
 
To get involved, contact Volunteer Coordinator  
Theresa Schmidt at schmidtt@gladstone.k12.or.us 
or 503-656-6564.

To anonymously report
school threats, drugs, 
violence, or harm to students, 
email tip@safeoregon.com  
or call 844.472.3367.



GCCF celebrates 10 years 
serving children  
In January 2009, the Gladstone School District began an 
innovative education  experiment with the opening of the 
Gladstone Center for Children and Families [GCCF]. This 
winter the GCCF celebrated 10 years serving Gladstone’s 
youngest students.

After seeking community input, the district renovated the 
former Danielson’s Thriftway grocery store for use as an early 
childhood center. Besides housing Head Start and preschool 
programs, GCCF is home to Gladstone’s kindergarten classes.

“From a health clinic and a relief nursery to mental health 
and social services, the center’s wraparound services help 
stabilize families so they can better focus on their child’s 
academic success,” said Director Jere Applebee.

The GCCF’s mission is healthy babies, stabilized families, and 
children ready for kindergarten. On-site services include 
dental van visits and public library children’s events plus 
a free summer lunch program and job search classes for 
parents. The long-terms results have already been seen in 
improved third grade test scores at John Wetten Elementary. 

GHS launches  hands-on 
engineering program 

 

Gladstone High added a 
new engineering program 
with hands-on classes 
to prepare students for 
careers in the trades or 
university engineering 
programs.

Engineering Technology 
teaches applied research 
and design as students 
build a hovercraft and a 
can crusher.  
 
Robotics students learn the fundamentals of robot 
design, construction, and programming. They build 
robots that can follow lines, solve mazes, and react to 
their environment.

Renewable energy students explore clean electron 
energy technology through a lab and theory class, with 
a focus on clean energy systems such as wind turbines, 
solar photovoltaic and hydrogen fuel cell sources.

“The program prepares students for manufacturing 
careers and college engineering programs,” said teacher 
Mike Leone.

“The program prepares students for 
manufacturing careers and college  
engineering programs.”  — Mike Leone                                          
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