
http://gladstone.k12.or.us

Gladstone High’s graduation rate was 
91.25%, among the best in Oregon. The 
Gladstone district graduation rate is 
89.57%, a historic high. That is over 11% 
higher than five years ago, and 9.56% 
above the state average. 

“Over the past three years, new support 
programs and high-interest electives 
helped propel our graduation rate,” said 
Gladstone High principal Kevin Taylor.

In 2019, nearly 78% of students with 
disabilities graduated in 4 years, over 
14% above the state average. That’s a 
district jump of nearly 28% in five years.

Of Gladstone’s Hispanic/Latino stu-

 

 
 

dents 84.62% graduated in four years, 
a rate 8.42% above the state average. 
That’s a district improvement of 12.62% 
in five years.

Over 82% of the district’s economically 
disadvantaged students graduated 
on time, a rate 7.85% above the state 
average. The district improved their 
graduation rate 18.77% in five years. 

“This is a proud day for Gladstone,” said 
Superintendent Bob Stewart. “While we 
won’t be satisfied until every student 
has a diploma, we’re excited to see the 
impact of our new support programs 
and our work on culturally responsive 
teaching.”

Ms. Banka’s students show off the dictionaries third graders received thanks 
to a donation from the Gladstone/Oak Lodge Rotary Club. The club also 
donates a book each month the every Gladstone kindergarten student.
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Graduation rate hits all-time high 

Sixth graders help 
create butterfly hill  

Pollinators like butterflies and bees  
are at risk due to habitat loss, 
urban development, and overuse 
of pesticides.  
 
That’s why Karen Zerzan’s sixth 
grade class from Kraxberger 
Middle School is helping to    
create a butterfly/pollinator hill 
at Gladstone Nature Park, located 
two blocks from their school.

“Students come for half an hour each 
week. We planted milkweed and did 
some sheet-mulching to create a 
bed for plants,” said FOGNAP leader 
Nancy Eichsteadt. “They also made a 
video and installed leaf molds made 
in a previous class.”



http://gladstone.k12.or.us2    |  Glad Report     G l a d s t o n e  S c h o o l s     

After many years as education leaders, three 
administrators plan to retire in June.

Long-time leaders to 
retire in June

County opens dental clinic at Gladstone 
Center for Children & Families
A county dental clinic opened in 
January at the Gladstone Center 
for Children & Families [GCCF].  
 
The new clinic will serve youths 
from birth to 18, providing check-
ups, cleanings, x-rays, fillings, and 
dental treatments.

“With the opening of this new 
clinic, we can offer more wrap-
around services for students,” said 
GCCF Director Jere Applebee. “We 
are excited about the positive im-
pact it will have on student health 
and learning.”  

Jeremy Schumacher 
joins School Board  

 
Both CareOregon Dental and ODS/
MODA insurance are accepted. Care 
is available on a sliding fee scale. No 
youth will be refused care based on 
an inability to pay. 

To schedule an appointment, call 
503.655.8471.

“We are grateful to CareOregon for 
their support in getting the clinic 
built and supplied,” said Dental 
Director Selynn Edwards. “Now our 
patients can get both medical and 
dental care at the GCCF.” 

To anonymously 
report school threats
drugs, violence, or 
harm to students
email 
tip@safeoregon.com  
or call 844.472.3367.

Jeremy Schumacher was 
appointed in October to fill 
a vacancy on the Gladstone 
School Board. 
 
The lead pastor of Good 
Roots Community Church, 

Wendy Wilson served 10 
years as Principal at John 
Wetten Elementary, building 
rigorous academics, effective 
support programs, and a 
Culture of Care.

Jere Applebee served 3 years 
as Early Childhood Director, 
6 years as Assistant Principal 
at Wetten Elementary, and 9 
years as Athletic Director at 
Gladstone High School. 

Patti Alexander served 15 
years as Assistant Principal at 
Gladstone High, where she led 
student activities and helped 
the school achieve one of Or-
egon’s top graduation rates.

he has four children attending district schools. 
 
“Developing the next generation has been my 
life’s passion,”  said Schumacher.  “Our schools 
are a vital component for our community to 
do that well.” 

Kraxberger students perform with All-State Choir
Gladstone middle school students Marley Jo Iden, Eowyn Coombe and 
Mikayla Bradley qualified for the Middle School All-State Choir. 
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Shakespeare takes the stage 
at Gladstone High 

 

Oregon Shakespeare Festival actors visited Gladstone High
in December, presenting performances along with work-
shops on drama, language, and poetry. 

The 3-day residency with Armando McClain and Esther
Williamson was part of a three-year partnership between
the theater and the school designed to boost teen 
interest in language and literature.

“The actors performed a two-person play that nearly every
 student got to enjoy,” said English teacher Siri Carlson.
“This was an amazing way to engage teens in the power of
literature.”

When New Life Church [formerly Gladstone First Baptist]
 was in search of a service project, they called John 
Wetten Elementary to ask what was needed.

“We’ve been wanting to renovate our staff room for years,”
 said Principal Wendy Wilson. “This was the perfect gift, and 
our team is thrilled with how it turned out.”

A team of five New Life volunteers painted and decorated
 the room. Then they cleaned, re-stocked, and reorganized
 the cupboards and set up a coffee cart.

“It was so much fun,” said project organizer Katy Nicholson, 
the church secretary. “I love organizing and decorating, 
and we all really enjoyed serving together.”

Church volunteers renovate 
staff room at Wetten School 

Fall Kindergarten students 
invited to register for school 
 
Gladstone district urges families with children who will be 
age 5 by September 1 to attend the March Into Kindergar-
ten school registration event. 
 
Parents and children are invited March 17 from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. at the Gladstone Center for Children & Families, 
18905 Portland Avenue. 
 
The event includes registration information, a school 
bus ride, a classroom visit, and a raffle prize. If you 
have questions, call Heidi Smith at 503.496.3939. 
 
If you have questions about transferring your child into 
Gladstone Schools  from another district contact Natalie 
Weninger at 503.655.2777, ext. 590. 
 

Sensory path 
helps students 
refocus 
 
John Wetten Elementary 
is trying a new strategy to 
help students refocus on 
learning.  
 
Thanks to a $1,500 grant 
from the Gladstone Educa-
tion Foundation, fifth grade 
teacher Kaitlyn Gillies cre-
ated an indoor sensory path. 
The bright-colored, space-
themed path takes children through a series of movements 
designed to regulate the child’s energy. Specialists in autism, 
physical therapy, and occupational therapy developed the 
path as a calming strategy for students dealing with autism, 
attention deficit disorder, or sensory processing issues. 
 
“You can use the sensory path to relax if you’re getting hyper,” 
said fifth grader Haven Flett. Her classmate Zach Bennett 
agreed it’s a good way to release energy. 
 
“Giving kids the opportunity to move provides a re-set that 
allows the student to refocus on classroom learning,” said 
Gillies. 
 
The resource is available throughout the school day to any 
student who needs it. 
 

GHS drama students worked with professional actors 
from the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, learning new 
ways to interpret dialog.



Student Success 
Plan to launch 
next fall 

 

The Gladstone School District has 
a new plan to improve academic 
success and social-emotional 
well-being. 
 
Several new initiatives will be 
partly funded by an added 
$1.4 million in funds provided 
annually  by the state’s Student 
Success Act.

“To understand what students 
need, we invested weeks last fall 
to gather input from parents, 
students, and school staff,” 
said Superintendent Bob Stewart. “From over 3,400 
interactions, we identified our community’s priorities.” 
 
Mental and physical health supports, include two 
added counselors, more health room staff, more 
eligibility for free school meals, more custodians to keep 
buildings clean, and social-emotional coaching.  
 
Academic support programs will include elementary 
and middle school math supports; transition support 
programs for grades K-1, 6 and 9; and high school 
academic supports, including a freshman success coach.

More hands-on learning is an emphasis, including a 
new maker space at Wetten Elementary, more electives 
at Kraxberger, and new ways for Gladstone High 
students to build job skills. 

 
Reduced fees for sports and activities will give more 
students the opportunity to connect with an adult 
mentor, bond with peers, and explore new interests. 
 
Culturally-specific services will bring students 
mentors who share their life experiences to help them 
build leadership skills, a voice in school decisions, and 
positive connections to school.

Adding teachers will reduce class sizes to ranges not 
experienced since the 1990s, so educators have more 
time and attention for each student. The new plan calls 
for these class size targets:  Grades K-1 — 20-24    
                                                     Grades 2-5 — 24-28 
                   core academics, Grades 6-12 — 24-28        
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John Wetten 
Elementary School 

503-656-6564
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Gladstone High 
School  

503-655-2544
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503-496-3939 
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District Office  
503-655-2777 
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