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Math, reading, writing scores rise

		 New instructional approaches led
to gains in Gladstone students’ state
test scores in several areas.
Reading scores jumped
substantially:
• 15.2 percent for third grade
• 4.6 percent for seventh grade
• 3.5 percent for eleventh grade

“Teachers increased time for reading
and writing, and students made
impressive progress,” said Principal
Wendy Wilson.
Kraxberger students made big gains
in math, due to smaller class sizes and
more support programs.
Sixth graders were 7 percent

above state average. Seventh graders
improved 3.3 percent, with scores 14
percent above state average. Eighth
grade math scores, above state average,
jumped 5.5 percent.
Gladstone High students exceeded
state average in reading, writing,
science, and math. The biggest gains
were made in writing, with scores
rising 6.2 percent.
“Our teachers work continuously
to improve student achievement,”
said Deputy Superintendent Pia
Leonard. “This year focus areas include
elementary math, middle school
writing, and high school alignment to
Common Core curriculum.”

GCCF Science Hour
makes learning fun
To introduce students to science concepts as early as possible,
the Gladstone Center for Children
& Families (GCCF) will offer free
Science Hour events for children
age three to eight.
The GCCF is located at 18905
Portland Avenue. Each free public
event has a different theme:
• November 20: Food Science
• January 22: Color & Patterns
• February 19: Making Things Move
• March 19: Wonderful Water

We’re Glad:

Over 130 students from Gladstone High thanked the community for
supporting schools by helping neighbors with yard work.
http://gladstone.k12.or.us

Last year 146 students
earned 1,201 college
credits at GHS. The credits are
valued at $94,879.

New Initiative

John Wetten
team expands
culture of care
The staff at John Wetten Elementary continues to develop a schoolwide
culture of care, sharing strategies with
staff at Kraxberger Middle School and
the GCCF kindergarten team.
Funded by a grant from CareOregon, the new approach gives teachers
ways to help students impacted by
loss of a parent, neglect, or abuse.
Trainer Jody McVittie worked with
staff on developing calming school
routines and classroom agreements.
This positive approach to discipline
allows children to build trust.

“We need to break the
cycle of fight/flight/freeze
for children impacted by
toxic stress.”
— Wendy Wilson
“When students misbehave in the
classroom, that is the child’s solution
to another problem we can’t see,”
explained McVittie. “The misbehaving
child is a discouraged child.”
By giving students tools to manage stress and by helping them build
attachment to trusted adults, teachers can increase the child’s ability to
concentrate on learning.
“We need to break the cycle of
fight/flight/freeze for children impacted by toxic stress,” said John Wetten
Principal Wendy Wilson.
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Volleyball team competes with Aussies
This September, the Gladstone High varsity volleyball team played the
Gladstone State Sharks from Australia. This was the Australians’ fourth
Oregon visit in the past eight years. The Australian team had a home
stay with local players, and also attended a day of school at GHS.

Saturday Opportunity School
helps GHS students succeed
High school is more challenging than ever, with higher standards for graduation and more students taking college level courses. That is why on most Saturdays, you’ll see dozens of Gladstone
High students at Saturday Opportunity School.

“We want to give each student the support
they need to succeed.” — Natalie Osburn
The grant-funded program provides students with free breakfast
and academic support from several teachers. It gives students the
opportunity to get one-on-one help with homework, a chance to
make up tests, and a quiet place to work.
“We make a point of inviting struggling students and those
with attendance issues,” said Principal Natalie Osburn. “We
want to give each student the support they need to succeed.”
“I feel the high school offering support to all students on Saturday
mornings is a big help,” said parent Melissa Kuhn. “My daughter
took advantage of coming in around 7 a.m. most days to keep up
her grades while playing sports. The level of support is phenomenal.”
http://gladstone.k12.or.us

Reading program seeks
coordinators, volunteers
This month Start Making a Reader Today (SMART)
begins serving Head Start preschoolers at the Gladstone
Center for Children and Families (18905 Portland Avenue). SMART is seeking a volunteer Site Coordinator
to recruit, train, and schedule mentors for the site, a
6-hour weekly commitment.
The award winning non-profit program pairs each
adult mentor with two preschoolers to spend two hours
each week reading together and sharing a love of books.
Children in the program receive free books to take home
and keep.
To volunteer as a mentor or site coordinator, call
Nathan Buck at 971.634.1607 or email nbuck@
getsmartoregon.org.

Ministerial Association provides free clothing
Families who need clothes, shoes, or jackets for youths
from birth to 21 are invited to visit the Gladstone Clothes
Closet off Nelson Lane, on the north side of the Gladstone
High campus. The facility is open from 3 to 5 p.m.
Thursdays and 10 a.m. to noon Saturdays.

Gladstone alumna
appointed to School Board

Gladstone High alumna
Nicole Couzens has been appointed for one-year term to
fill a vacancy on the Board.
The parent of two children,
Couzens is a former Head
Start teacher at the Gladstone Center for Children and
Families who now works as a
manager for Head Start.

Grants and luau help
fund Outdoor School
Kraxberger Middle School was awarded more than
$20,000 in grant funding for the sixth grade Outdoor
School program.
The school received $10,000 from the Gray Family Foundation, and more than $10,000 from Metro
to provide sustainability curriculum.
The lessons, embedded in a weeklong science camp,
teach students to reduce, reuse, and recycle, while minimizing their impact on the environment.
In addition, a luau fundraiser at High Rocks Restaurant raised $1,000, with 100 percent of food proceeds benefiting the program.
“We are grateful for the generous support of
this program, a 34 year tradition in Gladstone,”
said teacher Patti Bisenius, who coordinates Outdoor School. “This changes the way kids think.”
http://gladstone. k12.or.us

Glad Facts

Did you know?
Gladstone High School students beat the state
test average in reading, writing, math, & science.
GHS has one of the highest graduation
rates in Oregon, with a high success rate for
economically disadvantaged students.
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Chinese language & culture
taught at three schools
Gladstone students will have the opportunity to
learn about Chinese language and culture this year,
thanks to a partnership with the Confucius Institute at
Portland State University.
Chinese teacher Miao Fan traveled 6,000
miles from her home in Shaoshan, China to teach
kindergarten students, John Wetten Elementary
students, and 8th graders at Kraxberger Middle School.

“We have so much to learn from each
other.” — Superintendent Bob Stewart
Over 130 volunteers from six Gladstone churches worked to spiff up
school grounds and prepare the Clothes Closet for the start of school.

Bond refinance will save
taxpayers thousands
The Gladstone School District recently refinanced
the remaining bonds from the 2006 bond issue, totaling
$15.9 million. The sale will save taxpayers over 5 percent,
a total of $805,040.
Taxpayers will notice the savings starting in the 2024
tax year, when they will see savings of 22 to 24 cents in
tax per thousand dollars of a home’s assessed value.
The 2006 bond, approved by voters, funded creation of
the Gladstone Center for Children and Families, renovations at John Wetten Elementary and Kraxberger Middle
School, and a major remodel of Gladstone High, including the addition of a Fine Arts and Technology wing.

A former journalist, Ms. Fan taught for eight years
at Datong Primary School in China’s Hunan Province.
The Confucius Classroom program includes
an introduction to Mandarin language and the
opportunity to learn a variety of Chinese arts, such as
knot weaving, paper cutting, and calligraphy.
Students will have the opportunity to learn Chinese
stories and playground games, while exploring Chinese
customs, food, history, and culture, as well as the art of
the tea ceremony and how to use chopsticks.
Gladstone is one of only a handful of Oregon
school districts to offer the Confucius Classroom, with
the goal of building bridges between distant nations.
“This will help Gladstone kids connect with
students at our Chinese sister school, Xi’an Middle
School 89,” said Superintendent Bob Stewart. “We
have so much to learn from each other.”

The Glad Report is published by Gladstone Schools to keep our community informed of school happenings.
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