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Veterans invited to 
November 9 event
 

Did you know?
Gladstone Schools conducted 
over 500 water tests in our 5 
buildings, and the few lead 
problems discovered were all 
remedied before school began.

Veterans or enlisted personnel 
from any branch of military ser-
vice are invited to a special event 
in their honor  at Gladstone High. 
 
The event will take place on 
Wednesday, November 9, starting 
at 9:40 a.m. with a reception in 
the cafeteria. 
 
Honored guests will be treated to 
performances by the GHS band 
and choir in a full school assem-
bly. For information, contact Ellen 
Peck at 503.655.2544.

Kraxberger’s two Gearheads robotics teams, coached by Shawn & Kelley Price, learn  3-D printing, 
computer  programming, wiring, soldering, and goal setting. Both teams compete regionally.

Wetten reading & math scores soar 
Fifth graders jumped over 10 percent in 
reading and writing , over 14 percent in 
math, and nearly 8 percent in science.

The school’s effort to level the 
playing field paid off. Economically 
disadvantaged students outpaced 
peers statewide by 12 to 15 percent in 
reading and writing, and by over 18% 
in math. 
 
Latino/Hispanic students also made 
big gains, outpacing the state average 
by 32 percent in third grade English 
and math and 19 percent in 4th grade 
English.

“Parent involvement and our school’s 
Culture of Care made a real difference 
in student success,” said Wilson.  “When 
kids get the message they can succeed, 
they surpass our expectations.”

State test scores show students at John 
Wetten Elementary achieved big gains 
in reading, writing, math, and science. 
 
“Our teaching team has done amazing 
work to guide students through 
new, more challenging curriculum,” 
said Principal Wendy Wilson. “I am 
delighted with our students’ progress.” 
 
Third graders beat the state average by 
more than 10 percent in both math and 
English Language Arts, with a ten 
percent improvement in reading and 
writing from the previous year. 
 
Fourth graders beat the state average 
by nearly 10 percent in English 
Language Arts, with schoolwide 
improvement up over 8 percent from 
the previous year. 
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   Volunteer!

Adult mentors 
needed weekly 
 
As the new school year begins, 
Gladstone schools need volunteers to 
help during and after school.

“From running after school clubs and 
helping in classrooms to staffing our 
food pantry, our 1,100 volunteers 
make a big difference to our students,” 
said Volunteer Coordinator Theresa 
Schmidt. “Our volunteers love the 
chance to get involved in schools and 
find it very rewarding.” 
 
Lunch Buddy Mentors:  Spend an 
hour a week [or every other week] 
sharing lunch and recess with a 
student at John Wetten Elementary. 
Research shows that students with 
adult mentors have better attendance, 
are more likely to succeed in school, 
and less likely to use drugs. Volunteer 
applications are on the website: 
www.gladstone.k12.or.us/

SMART Readers:  Share your love of 
books!Spend one hour each week 
reading with children in kindergarten 
or Head Start preschool at the Glad-
stone Center for Children & Families. 

Career Mentors:  Gladstone High 
School is seeking representatives of a 
wide range of careers to help with 
occasional mock interviews, career 
day presentations, and student 
mentorship. If you are interested, 
contact counselor Kate Keating at 
keatingk@gladstone.k12.or.us. 

Churches spruce up schools for fall 
In August, six Gladstone churches helped with painting, spreading bark 
mulch, pulling weeds, and organizing the Clothes Closet to get  
campuses ready for the return of students. Participants included  
Gladstone First Baptist, Gospel Fellowship Community Church,  
St. Stephen’s Lutheran, Gladstone Christian Church, Gladstone Church 
of the Nazarene and The Source Church.

 
Three teachers honored as 
leaders, mentors
 
This fall, three Gladstone teachers were honored with the Thank-a- 
Teacher award, a cash prize recognizing leadership, contribution 
to school success, and excellence in instruction.  The awards are 
funded by an endowment created by former principal Dick Baker.  
Three teachers were honored this year:

• Megan Thomas, a 5th grade teacher at John Wetten 
Elementary, is known for her strong work ethic, her 
school leadership, and her mentorship of colleagues. 
She shares her love of science and math with students 
in innovative ways.

• Kassy Babeckos teaches kindergarten science 
and reading interventions at Gladstone Center for 
Children & Families [GCCF]. She is a favorite of parents 
and students, known for wearing costumes to make 
learning fun.  She helped plan and design the GCCF, 
and is a respected mentor to fellow teachers.

• Brad Kuntz, Spanish teacher at Gladstone High, is a 
leader in classroom technology. He serves as advisor 
to the Green Club and student government, leading 
projects from the school garden to Adopt-a-Family.  
In 2011, the National Association of Supervision 
and Curriculum Development honored Brad as the 
National Outstanding Young Educator.
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On October 8, 140 Gladstone High students 
and 16 adults tackled projects at 30 sites for the 
school’s 4th annual day of community service. 
Student leaders and athletes helped neighbors 
with yard work, outdoor chores and trash pickup.  

Free classes help parents with 
college savings and parenting

Education Foundation 
seeks new members
The Gladstone Education Foundation is seeking ap-
plicants to join its Board of Directors. Since 2000, the 
Foundation has raised private funding to promote 
academic achievement and enhanced learning oppor-
tunities for Gladstone students, educators, and youth 
organizations. 

“We hope to recruit a team of hands-on volunteers to 
collaborate on fundraisers and grant giving to help 
Gladstone kids,” said Executive Director Tammy Tracy. 

More information about the Gladstone Education 
Foundation and applications for Board positions are 
available on their website:  www.gladstonefoundation.
org.  For details, call Tammy at 503.655.2777.  Applica-
tions are due October 31.

     

Can you help?

Gladstone Schools knows that parents are the key to 
student success. That’s why several free workshops are 
available throughout the year.  
College Savings 101 [K-12 parents] 
Many families dream of a college education or trade 
school for their child. Affording that takes advance 
planning. Whether your children are toddlers or teens, 
you are invited to a College Savings workshop to learn 
about 529 College Savings Plans and more. Bring your 
questions to the John Wetten Elementary Cafeteria on 
Thursday, October 27. Two sessions are offered: 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. or 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
 
Parenting Now [parents of children under 6] 
Parenting Now is a series of monthly drop-in classes on 
Thursday evenings from October through June. Free 
dinner and childcare are provided. To register, contact 
Chelsea Hamilton at 503.367.9116.

Wonderful Ones: For parents of mobile babies and 
young toddlers, this class meets first Thursdays from 6 
to 8 p.m. Topics include child development milestones, 
parenting styles, self-care for parents, sleeping, feeding, 
and playing with your baby.

Terrific Twos: For parents of children a 2 or 3 years 
old, this class meets second Thursdays from 6 to 8 
p.m. Topics include toilet training, child safety, positive 
discipline, learning through play, and encouraging 
language and social development.

Growing Up: For parents of children age 3 to 6, this class 
meets third Thursdays from 6 to 8 p.m. Topics include 
school readiness, healthy screen time, nutrition, love 
languages, and positive sibling and peer relationships.

John Wetten’s Career Day included presentations 
from a paramedic, a nurse, an inventor, a train 
conductor, a farmer, a librarian, and a nutritionist.

Kraxberger launches AVID
The Advancement Via Individual Determination 
system at Kraxberger helps students prepare for 
the rigor of high school and college. The program 
focuses on Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organi-

zation, and Reading skills. Some students 
will take a daily AVID elective class with 
small group tutor sessions twice a week.

Glad Facts



School garden supports 
Food Pantry
Since last spring, Gladstone High School students have 
been learning horticulture and gardening thanks to 
partnership with Food Waves, a non-profit farm. 
 
Food Waves director Matt Brown and teacher Brad 
Kuntz helped the school start a garden club and 
integrate horticulture into the curriculum for the school’s 
Community Service class. 
 
After building nine raised beds last May, students 
planted a vegetable garden and cared for it all summer. 
Produce harvested from the garden has been shared with 
customers at the Gladstone Food Pantry. 
 
“We are delighted by the rich array of fresh produce Gladstone High to celebrate 

50 Years of Fabulous
In 1966, the newly built Gladstone High School opened, 
eliminating the need for Gladstone students to travel to West 
Linn for high school. This year the school plans a celebration 
of its first 50 years with a special homecoming event, 50 Years 
of Fabulous.

The celebration is planned the night of the Homecoming 
football game on Friday, October 21. School tours and an 
Open House will start at 5 p.m., followed by the football 
game at 7 p.m.  Football tickets are $6 for adults, $4 for 
students, and free for seniors 62 and older.  

A student-led food drive will support the Gladstone Food 
Pantry and the Backpack Buddies program, both housed on 
the Gladstone High School campus. All attendees who bring 
two or more non-perishable food items will receive $1 off 
admission to the football game.

delivered each week,” said 
Food Pantry Volunteer 
Leslie Robinette. “From 
kale and arugula to 
summer squash and 
peppers, the new garden 
has provided families in 
need with a variety of 
fresh, healthy vegetables.” 
 
Besides teaching 
gardening, Brown also 
instructs students in the 
nutrient value of each 
food, and suggests ways to 
prepare the food. Students 
and pantry customers are 
encouraged to cook and 
eat new foods. 
 

The Glad Report is published by Gladstone Schools to keep our community informed of school happenings. 
Editor: Leslie Robinette robinettel@gladstone.k12.or.us • More online at http://gladstone.k12.or.us  
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Each week, kindergarten students at the GCCF have 
art lessons, learning about colors, shapes, and lines. 


