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Schools lower class size, add days, books
		For the first time in six years,
Gladstone Schools anticipates a
better school budget. The District
will reduce class sizes, add teaching
staff, purchase new textbooks, and
add back two instructional days.
Before crafting the proposal,
the district surveyed community
and staff, with nearly 500 people
providing input on their priorities.
The community is eager to
increase adult support for students,
reduce class sizes, add school days,

and reduce costs to families.
In 2014-15, the district will:
• Add 8+ full time teachers over
the 2013-14 budget.
• Reduce class sizes to an average
of 29 (elementary) and 32 (middle
school and high school).
• Add two instructional days.
• Buy new textbooks: new math
books for K-1 and new language
arts books for grades K-5 will be
used this fall, plus some English
materials for grades 6 to 12.

Golf event & garage
sale help schools
The Gladstone Education Foundation plans two fundraisers:
Garage Sale: June 13-15 at Gladstone High School. Many bargains,
with proceeds to benefit schools.
To donate items, call Corinne at
503.722.2284.
Golf Tournament: August 1 at
7:30 a.m. at Stone Creek Golf
Course. To sponsor a hole or sign
up your team, call Bill Kemnitzer
at 503.522.2884. Cost per player is
$125. Hole sponsorship is $1,000,
including golf for four.

We’re Glad:

Kraxberger sixth graders use microscopes to study pond life at Outdoor School.
The week of field studies includes lessons on science, natural history, and art.

http://gladstone.k12.or.us

The Gladstone Education
Foundation auction raised
$56,000 for Gladstone
students!

Community Corner

GCCF launches
Learning Zones
Tucked in the wide hallways of the
Gladstone Center for Children & Families, small groups of children work
with mentors, exploring science, community roles, reading, and music.
The new Learning Zones provide
enrichment in a small group setting.
Trained adult mentors, including
retired teachers, lead preschool and
kindergarten children through a
series of 30-minute lessons on a given
theme, such as trees, bugs, or careers.
The children learn new vocabulary,
practice scientific observation, and act
out the roles of storybook characters.
Lessons may involve an art component, or an excursion outside.
“Learning Zones are about literacy
and expression,” says volunteer Toni
Cline, “but making a personal connection with an adult mentor is key.”
Research by Big Brothers, Big
Sisters concluded students who meet
with an adult mentor are more likely
to attend school and have higher test
scores. Long term, they are less likely
to use drugs and alcohol.

Gladstone High School hosted student leaders from five Tri-Valley
League schools. Together, they made sack lunches for a homeless
shelter, crafted baby blankets for families in need, and baked dog treats
for a local animal shelter.

Kraxberger Gearheads shine in
first robotics contest
After their first competition, two robotics teams from Kraxberger
Middle School are plotting design changes for next year’s event.
“The bulldozer feature was a design success, but we need to improve
the scoop,” said sixth grader Katie Wilmot. Teammate Eric Hanson
noted robots with overly complicated designs broke down a lot.
Together, 28 sixth, seventh, and eighth graders, led by mentor
Shawn Price, are learning more than fabrication, soldering, technology recycling, and computer programming.
Club members are also learning what Price calls “gracious professionalism.” They build skills in planning, teamwork, debating,
and presenting.

They build skills in planning, teamwork, debating, and presenting.
Price gives students the chance to take apart old electronics
to understand how they work, and the chance to build a Rube
Goldberg machine. He is proud of the rookie teams’ successes, a
6th place finish for Team 8188, and 19th place for Team 8132.
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Third grade students
make way for ducklings
Something new arrived at John Wetten Elementary
this spring -- a hatch of peeping, fuzzy ducklings.
All third graders spent the spring carefully tending
duck eggs in their classroom incubator, turning the
eggs, keeping them warm, and tracking the days until
they hatched.
“This is a fun way for these young scientists to study
the life cycle,” said Wilson. “Students are very excited
to track the hatching, growth, and development of the
ducklings. Learning to care for a living thing is an important life lesson.”
Teacher Kaitlyn Gillies initiated the project, sharing
her knowledge with the rest of her third grade teaching
team.

GHS students excel in
math, graphic design
Sixty-three Gladstone High students competed in
this year’s Skills Competition at Clackamas Community College.
In Graphic Design, Gladstone High students Justice
North took first place, Emily Doll took second place,
and Kaylee McCracken won an Honorable Mention.
Gladstone’s Math 1 team finished in first place. Team
members included Carli Brown, Madalynn Fowler and
Matthew Prom.
The school’s Math Level 1 Warmup winners included
Payton Becker, Brian Stewart, and Abigail Bender.
Kristi Kunz took 2nd Place in the Spelling Bee.
First place winners each received a 12-credit Clackamas Community College scholarship, and 2nd Place
winners each received an 8-credit scholarship.
http://gladstone. k12.or.us

Family Literacy Nights help English Learners
After a year of monthly classes to help newcomer parents build English language skills and learn more about
the American school system, families celebrated with
a potluck party. Children who attended got to choose
free used books for summer reading.

Browning leaves School
Board, applicants sought
Gladstone School Board member Denise Browning
has resigned from the Board after nine years of service.
During her tenure, she was instrumental in decisions
that transformed the district, including expansion and
renovation of Gladstone High School, and creation of
the Gladstone Center for Children and Families.
“T his d istrict ha s gone from ord ina r y to
extraordinary thanks to the leadership, selflessness, and
service of our staff and our Board,” said Browning. “They
continue to give our community the gift of belonging,
safety, and the best educational opportunities, bar none.
I am so grateful I had the opportunity to serve.”
Applications to fill the vacant position for one
year, due June 10, are available at www.gladstone.
k12.or.us/. Applicants must be 18 or older, registered to vote, and must have been a resident of the
Gladstone School District for one year or more. For
information, call Sandi Frohnert at 503-496-3935.
Glads tone S c hools
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Summer programs offer
free lunch & learning
Free Lunch Program:
Gladstone Schools will again sponsor a free hot lunch
program Monday to Friday at two sites from June
9 to August 1. All youths age 1 to 18 are welcome,
regardless of race, sex, religion, or national origin.
Gladstone students are already using new Common Core math 		
books. This fall, students will also get new language arts books.

Gladstone Center for Children & Families
18905 Portland Avenue
11 a.m. to noon

Calendar for 2014-15 school
year announced

Story Hour on Mondays from 10 to 11 a.m.

September 3: First day of school for grades K-9
September 4: First day of school for grades 10, 11, 12
October 10: No school
October 13: No school (teacher in-service)
November 11: No school – Veteran’s Day
November 24 -- 25: Gladstone High final exams
November 26 – 28: No school (Thanksgiving break)
December 1: No school (teacher in-service)
December 19 – January 2: Winter break
January 19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day – no school
January 26: No school (teacher in-service)
February 13: No school (furlough day)
March 13: No school (teacher in-service)
March 23-27: Spring Break
April 24: No school (teacher in-service)
May 25: Memorial Day holiday
June 11: Last day for students/Class of 2015 graduation

Kraxberger Middle School
17777 Webster Road
11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Free Summer Robotics Workshop
Students entering grades 4-8 are welcome from 10:30
a.m. to noon on June 12, 19, and 26, and July 3, 10,
17, 24, and 31. The group meets in the back portable
classroom at Kraxberger Middle School. Call Shawn
Price at 503-723-5609 for more information.

Teen Nights: 6 p.m. at Gladstone Library
• First Thursdays -- Teen Game Night
• Second Thursdays -- Anime Club
• Third Thursdays -- Dr. Who Club
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