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Safety comes first in the Gladstone School District
Gladstone Center for Children & Families

T

he safety of students, staff, community members, and
facilities is paramount to the Gladstone School District. In
partnership with the Gladstone Police Department, the
District is working diligently on school safety practices,
systems, and policies to ensure consistency within each building.
The Gladstone Police Department provides a Safety Resource Officer
to the District, assists at events and with training activities, and works
closely with school administrators on individual incidents.
John Wetten Elementary School

In addition, Gladstone Police Chief Jim Pryde recently met with
each building administrator to perform security assessments at each
of the facilities. The assessments included a walkthrough of each
building, a review of security systems, and an update on the status
of items noted during the previous assessment. A report of his findings was presented to each building administrator.

Walter L. Kraxberger Middle School

Ongoing
training as
well as fire,
earthquake,
and
lock-down
drills take
place on
a regular
basis
throughout
the year.

Gladstone High School

S

afety and security issues are routinely discussed at staff
meetings, and a Safety Committee comprised of representatives from each school meets regularly throughout the year to ensure procedures are in keeping with best
practices of safety and crime prevention. The Gladstone Police Department works closely with the Gladstone
School District to ensure all training sessions and safety activities ensure the safety of staff and students.
The Glad Report is published by the Gladstone School District - 17789 Webster Road - Gladstone, OR 97027
Bob Stewart, Superintendent (503) 655-2777 Fax: (503) 655-5201
Marilyn Shrum, Editor (503) 655-2544 x 410 shrumm@gladstone.k12.or.us.
Please visit www.gladstone.k12.or.us and click on About Us, Community and Glad Report to view this publication in color.

~ Glad Notes ~
District’s clown joins Rose Festival board

T

oni DePeel, has been
clowning around the
Gladstone School District
for more than 15 years. In
addition to her job as Career Counselor at the high school, Toni is also
a certified clown known as “Sprout”.
She is often seen delighting children
along parade routes and putting
smiles on the faces
of audiences at
various events and
celebrations
throughout the Portland metro area. In
March, Toni changed from her clown duds to
wearing the official uniform of the Rose
Festival board of directors. She is among 70
members selected to serve on the board.

GHS students excel at Clackamas Community
College Skills Competition
Mathematics individual
competition winners include
Kameron Ramey and Riley
Greene who placed 1st and
2nd, respectively, in Geometry/Integrated II.
Trask Telesmanich took 2nd
place in Engineering. Combined, these winners will
receive more than 36 credit
hours in scholarship awards
from Clackamas Community
College.

Trask Telesmanich

They’ve adopted a creek

Gladstone School District receives
HB 2800 Farm - to - School grant
Nearly 60,000 students in 11 Oregon school districts will
benefit from Farm-to-School grants totaling $189,140. The
majority of the funds (87.5%) will be spent on purchasing
Oregon food products, with a smaller portion (12.5%) dedicated to agriculture, food, and garden-based educational
activities.
Districts receiving funding include Bend-La Pine,
Bethel, Centennial, Eugene, Gladstone, Joseph, Lebanon,
North Powder, Ontario, Roseburg and Sherman. Each of
these districts is building partnerships with diverse Oregon
food producers and processors, and all districts must spend
their grant funding by the end of this school year.
The funds for the winning districts were distributed
based on the number of students the grant would impact. The
Gladstone School District received $11,223 which will be
used to purchase food directly from local vegetable farmers
and lay the groundwork for intentional, long-term relationships with local growers and food processors. Funds will also
be used for farm field trips for the students as well as several
garden-based educational activities.
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umba Nights at
the
Gladstone
Center for
Children &
Families are
sponsored by the
Oregon Community
Foundation
and led by
PE teacher, Trey Mott,
and Dana Olson, instructor.

T

his trimester, students in Mr. Zerzan’s Ecological
Projects class removed Armenian Blackberry and
English Ivy from around Rinearson Creek and
planted native plants. They also monitored the
health of Rinearson Creek through a comparison survey of
Rinearson and Eagle Creek. The students tested the water
quality at both sites using Vernier Lab Quest probes. They
also compared the presence of macroinvertebrates and concluded Eagle Creek, in Estacada, is healthier than Rinerason
Creek because all four feeding groups of macroinvertebrates
were found there. Rinearson is dominated by Mayflies,
which are more tolerant of pollution. Since Rinearson Creek
is an urban stream, the dominant presence of Mayflies indicates the creek is more polluted than Eagle Creek, which is
an intact and healthy riparian zone. With continued diligence, the students are hopeful Rinearson Creek will become
as healthy as Eagle Creek.
At the beginning of the trimester, the students took
a SOLVE pre-test and recently completed a post-test to
gauge how much they had learned. The pre-test average was
6.53 out of 19; the post-test average was 17.18 out of 19.
Courtesy of SOLVE Jesuit Volunteer corps NW members
Nicole Poletto and Lauren McKenna.
Photo by SOLVE Outreach Coordinator, Morgan Parks.

~ Glad Notes ~
Athletes compete for awards
The following wrestlers placed at the Tri-Valley District Wrestling
Tournament: 1st place, Michael Alger and Blake McNall; 2nd place,
Wyatt Finch and Logan Good; 3rd place, Kyle Kintz and Rylan
Martin; Adam Taylor 4th and Tyler Giles 5th.
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Swim District Championship results include Alex Stewart, 12th (200
IM), 10th (100 Butterfly); Trask Telesmanich, 11th (100 Backstroke);
Riley Philo, 12th (200 Free), 8th (50 Free); Matt Cote, 9th (100
Breaststroke); Sam McMurchie, 9th (100 Backstroke), 5th (200 IM);
Annaliese Hernandez, 8th (100 Backstroke); Sarah Clyde, District
Champion in the 100 Butterfly and 500 Free; Girls' 400 Free Relay,
6th (Abbi Burden, Annaliese Hernandez, Madison Wease, and
Sarah Clyde).
The Gladettes not only won the 1st place trophy
at the South Albany Dance Competition, they
were also the Grand Champions having earned
the highest score of all their competitors. Nicole
Hart was a Top 5 Novice Drill Down winner,
and Haley Ward was a Top 5 Advanced Drill
Down winner. The dance team also placed 3rd
in the 4A Large Division of the 2013 Dance and
Drill Competition held March 13-16 at the
Memorial Coliseum.

Front row l to r: Brian Stewart, Gunnar Kruegar, Joshua
Snellgrove, Aidan Mickels, Logan Sanchez, Alycia DeMars.
Back for l to r: Eli Bliss, Jack Kok-Carlson, Jadyn Bogart,
Brendan Rice, and Andy Hunt.
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he FIRST robotics team at Gladstone High
School is preparing for careers in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).
In March, 59 teams from Oregon, southwest
Haley Ward
Washington and Idaho competed in a
tournament face-off of six-foot tall
GHS grad receives Student of the Year award
robots weighing up to 120 pounds.
These robots played competitive FrisMarie Couch a 2011 graduate of Gladstone High School was awarded bee golf at the Memorial Coliseum.
the “Matt Bailey Student of the Year Award” for 2013 from the Oregon The Gladiators came in 23rd.
Association for Vocational Special Needs Personnel. Marie was recogWith an anticipated 44,000+
nized for her achievements in transition and overcoming barriers at
computer jobs in Oregon by 2018,
school and in the workplace. students are becoming proficient in
She was nominated by Toni computer systems, programming and
DePeel from the Youth Tran- technical skills in preparation for future
sition Program at GHS with careers. To join, please visit www.gladstonerobotics.com
support letters from her em- and click the link for the prospective member survey. For
ployment supervisor, Lynn information, e-mail james.ward@gladstonerobotics.com
Aleksich, and teachers Terri or call James Ward at 503-383-9273. The team meets
Thornburg and Joy Rice.
every Tuesday from 6:30-8 p.m. in the wood shop at
She was presented with the
Gladstone High School.
award at the annual conferIf you’re not interested in building robots, you
ence in Hood River which
can help with marketing the program, photography,
was followed by a reception videography, programming, web design, animation, event
and dinner in her honor.
coordination and graphic design. Or, if you simply like to
take things apart, you’ll be interested to learn there’s
L to r, Terri Thornburg, Marie Couch, Joy Rice and Tony DePeel.
something here for everyone.

Gladstone School Board
Rod Cole, Chair ~ coler@gladstone.k12.or.us
Kristin Eaton, Vice Chair ~ eatonk@gladstone.k12.or.us
Denise Browning, browningd@gladstone.k12.or.us ~ Susan Cronin, cronins@gladstone.k12.or.us
Sharon Soliday, solidays@gladstone.k12.or.us ~ Bruce Wadsworth, wadsworthb@gladstone.k12.or.us
Denis Whittet, whittetd@gladstone.k12.or.us
The Gladstone School Board meets at 6:30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month
in the District office board room, 17789 Webster Road.

~ Save the Date ~
APRIL
8 & 15 Playgroups birth to 5, 9:45-11:15 a.m., GCCF
(free)
11,18,25 Playgroups birth to 5, 3-4:30 p.m., GCCF (free)
26
NO SCHOOL
MAY
2
Playgroup birth to 5, 3-4:30 p.m., GCCF (free)
3
Literacy Carnival, 5:30-8 p.m. JWE
9 & 16 Playgroups birth to 5, 3-4:30 p.m. GCCF (free)
6 & 20 Playgroups birth to 5, 9:45-11:15a.m., GCCF
(free)
16-18 Spring Variety Show, 7 p.m. GHS
21
Spring Band Concert, 7 p.m. GHS
23 & 30 Playgroups birth to 5, 3-4:30 p.m. GCCF (free)
27
Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL
JUNE
3
Baccalaureate, 7 p.m. GHS auditorium
4
Senior Assembly, 10 a.m. Main Gym, GHS
6
Last day for kindergarten
6
Kraxberger 8th Grade Recognition, 6:30 p.m.
GHS
6 & 13 Playgroups birth to 5, 3-4:30 p.m., GCCF (free)
7
GHS Graduation - GHS Football Field
(ticket only)
10
In-Service Day - NO SCHOOL
10,17,24 Playgroups birth to 5, 9:45-11:15a.m., GCCF
(free)
11
Reduction Day - NO SCHOOL
20 & 27 Playgroups birth to 5, 3-4:30 p.m., GCCF (free)

D

Beren (left) and Quinn Flintjer enjoy spaghetti/Bingo night at the
Gladstone Center for Children & Families

Opportunities abound at the
Gladstone Center for Children & Families
Whether it’s a Head Start Family Night, a Healthy Start playgroup,
bi-monthly story hour, spaghetti/Bingo night or Zumba, it’s all
about family at the Gladstone Center for Children & Families.
Research shows it is important for children to be a part of community as their cognitive, social and emotional skills build in the
early years. Whether it is connecting through teachers, parents or
volunteers, children thrive on positive adult-child relationships.
Visit www.gladstone.k12.or.us for upcoming events or call 503496-3939 to learn how you can shape the lives of pre-K - Kindergarten children at the Gladstone Center for Children & Families.

Gladstone High School welcomes exchange students

enmark is the homeland of Nanna Sandholdt, a GHS
sophomore. Her hometown is Bov, which has a population of 1,000 and not a single store. Residents travel
to an adjacent city for shopping and entertainment. Nanna arrived
in Gladstone in late August and is enjoying her stay. She has been
to Cannon Beach and Multnomah Falls, spent time snow tubing
on Mt. Hood and traveled to South Carolina with her host family
to visit relatives last fall.
Over spring break, Nanna traveled to California for a
Disneyland adventure. She previously visited Disneyland in Paris,
but was excited to compare the two parks.
At Gladstone High School, Nanna is
a varsity soccer player. When asked about her
favorite teacher and class, she didn’t hesitate
to admit that math is “not her thing,” but
Mr. Yates is her favorite teacher and Technical Math is her favorite subject. She surprises
herself when she confesses that, “math can be
fun!” Nanna has enjoyed her first trip to the
Nanna Sandholdt United States and finds the staff and students
friendly and welcoming.

Jessica Bruntschitsch was so happy to visit the United States,
she took a picture of her first step on American soil. Jessica is
from Munich. Since coming to Oregon she
has been to Multnomah Falls, Rockaway
Beach, Mt. Hood and Mt. St. Helens, and
Ashland. Over spring break, Jessica and her
host family spent time camping in a trailer in
southern Oregon. At GHS, Jessica is on the
dance team and participates in track.
When asked about her favorite
teacher, she quickly answered, Mrs. Kintz.
Her favorite class is Recreational Games
Jessica Bruntschitsch
with Mrs. Ashley.
When school is out for the summer, Jessica will fly to
New York to spend time with one of her cousins before returning to Germany. A highlight of her summer will be when her
host family travels to Germany. This will give Jessica a chance
to show them around and introduce them to her family and
friends.
Jessica and Nanna are close friends and plan to stay in
touch after leaving Gladstone High School.

