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Calendar
School Board Meeting 
October 12 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Non-Contract Day 
October 14 

Celebrations!

Be College Ready  
offers JWE sessions 
 
Given the high cost of col-
lege, parents need to start 
saving early.  Thanks to a 
partnership with Be College 
Ready, parents from John 
Wetten and GCCF can attend 
a college savings workshop 
this fall. 
 
State employees from Be Col-
lege Ready will teach parents 
about 529 college savings 
plans from 4 to 8 p.m. on 
October 27 in the cafeteria 
at John Wetten. Parents from 
any school are welcome.

GHS celebrates  
50 Years of Fabulous
 
In 1966, the newly built Glad-
stone High School opened, 
eliminating the need for 
Gladstone students to travel 
to West Linn for high school. 
This year the school plans a 
celebration of its first 50 years 
with a special homecoming 
event, 50 Years of Fabulous.

The celebration is planned 
the night of the Homecom-
ing football game on Friday, 
October 21. School tours and 
an Open House will start at 5 
p.m., followed by the football 
game at 7 p.m. 

Kraxberger offers  
new electives 
 

To boost student engage-
ment, middle schoolers at 
Kraxberger will have new 
elective options this year. 
 
All sixth graders will take 
music, AVID, Chinese, and P.E. 
Grades 7 and 8 can choose 
band, art, choir, building 
things, creating comics, 
Chinese, or media, as well as 
7th grade AVID or 8th grade 
Spanish. Some classes are full 
year and some are one term. 

 

GCCF offers free early  
childhood parent classes 
 
Moms, dads, and loving 
caregivers of children under 
seven can benefit from a 
series of opportunities pro-
vided at the Gladstone Center 
for Children & Families.

Parenting Now is a series 
of monthly drop-in classes 
on Thursday evenings from 
September through June. 
Free dinner and childcare are 
always provided. To register, 
contact Chelsea Hamilton at 
503.367.9116.  Classes include 
Wonderful Ones, Terrific 
Twos, and Growing Up [3-6]. 

The Gladstone Education Foundation is seeking  
applicants to join its Board of Directors. Since 2000, 
the Foundation has raised private funding to pro-
mote academic achievement and enhanced learning 
opportunities for Gladstone students, educators, and 
youth organizations. 

“We are a motivated team of hands-on volunteers 
who collaborate on fundraisers and grant giving to 
help Gladstone kids,” said Executive Director Tammy 
Tracy. “We hope to recruit some folks with new ideas 
and commitment to schools to join us in moving the 
foundation forward.”

More information about the Gladstone Education 
Foundation and applications for Board positions are 
available on their website:  www.gladstonefounda-
tion.org.  For details, call Tammy at 503.655.2777.  

Education Foundation 
seeks Board applicants 

Foundation & district offer 
classroom grants  
Teachers and other district staff seeking resources for 
classrooms and after school programs have the  
opportunity to apply for two grants this fall.

District Chromebook Cart Techology Grants 
Write an innovative and compelling proposal to ad-
vance student learning via a Chromebook Cart shared 
with another teacher. Winners will receive technology 
coaching specific to their needs and share what they 
learn with other staff.  Applications, due October 10, 
were emailed to all teachers September 15. Two to 
five carts may be awarded by November 1.
 
Gladstone Education Foundation [GEF] Grants  
This year the GEF will award $20,000 in fall grants, due  
October 31, and $5,000 in spring grants, due March 
31.  Approximately half will be under $1000 and half 
over $1,000, with funding for a diversity of projects 
across the academic spectrum. The application form 
and details are available at www.gladstonefounda-
tion.org.  For coaching on grant strategies, contact 
Leslie Robinette at robinettel@gladstone.k12.or.us.



School Board News & other news
From the September 14 Board meeting:

Board Members present :        
Sharon Soliday, Chair 
Nicole Couzens, Vice Chair
Rod Cole  
Bruce Wadsworth 

The Board:
•  Heard a report on homeless students in Gladstone. 
•  Approved changes in authorized account signers. 
•  Approved travel for GHS Cheer and the Future Business 
Leaders of America. 
•  Approved the construction excise tax. 
•  Approved a personnel request for unpaid leave of 
absence. 
•  Approved the hiring of licensed staff. 
•  Got an update on happenings at Gladstone High 
School from student representative Grace Chappel. 
•  Heard reports from district leaders on the opening of 
the new school year. 
•  Discussed the monthly financial report. 
•  Discussed the enrollment report. 
•  Discussed the health and safety report. 
•  Discussed the recruitment of regular and alternate 
budget committee members. 
•  Discussed Board policies regarding drone flights, staff 
complaints, whistleblower complaints, graduation re-
quirements, student discipline, prescription medication, 
prescription and non-prescription medication. 
•  Discussed personnel matters. 
•  Discussed Board committee work assignments. 
•  Discussed OSBA elections. 
•  Discussed the fall OSBA conference. 
•  Discussed OSBA’s 2016 convention. 
•  Discussed NSBA’s 2016 convention.

Link your Fred Meyer card to 
provide more grants for 
Gladstone schools  
If you shop at Fred Meyer, link your rewards card to 
the Gladstone Education Foundation to earn dona-
tions for our schools. 

You still get your fuel points & rebates, and 
Gladstone Schools gets a community donation from 
Fred Meyer.  With 150 people signed up, we raise 
over $3,600 each year.  With your help, we could 
double that and provide more classroom grants!
 
Visit www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards.  
Be sure to enter Gladstone Schools, #80945.

“Education is not the 
filling of a pail, but the 
lighting of a fire.” 
             — William Butler Yeats

Teachers honored
 
The Gladstone School District celebrated the start of the school 
year by recognizing the accomplishments of outstanding 
teachers.  The Thank a Teacher award is a cash prize in recogni-
tion of school leadership, contribution to school success, and 
excellence in instruction.  The awards are funded by an endow-
ment created by retired principal Dick Baker in 2005.  Three 
teachers were honored this year:

• Megan Thomas, a 5th grade teacher at 
John Wetten Elementary, is known for her 
strong work ethic, her school leadership, and 
her mentorship of colleagues. She shares her 
love of science and math with students in 
innovative ways. She is a GHS alumna.

• Kassy Babeckos teaches kindergarten sci-
ence and reading interventions at Gladstone 
Center for Children & Families [GCCF]. She 
is a favorite of parents and students, known 
for wearing costumes to make learning fun.  
She helped plan and design the GCCF, and is 
a respected mentor to fellow teachers.

• Brad Kuntz, a Spanish teacher at Gladstone 
High School, is a school leader in classroom 
technology. He serves as advisor to the 
Green Club and ASB student government, 
leading projects from the school garden 
to Adopt-a-Family.  He was instrumental 
in Gladstone High’s recognition as a Green 
School. In 2011, he was honored as the Na-
tional Outstanding Young Educator.


