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Calendar
School Board Meeting 
November 9 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Thanksgiving break 
November 24-25 

Celebrations!

John Wetten holds 
college & career day  
 
Elementary students had the 
opportunity to explore career 
options and learn about the 
education requirements to 
pursue different professions. 
 
The school’s College and 
Career Day included speakers 
from a wide range of profes-
sions, from a nutritionist and 
a farmer to an inventor, a li-
brarian, a paramedic, a nurse, 
and a police officer.

GHS students help 
their neighbors 

On October 8, 140 Gladstone 
High students and 16 adults 
tackled projects at 30 sites for 
the school’s 4th annual day of 
community service.  
 
Student leaders and  
athletic teams helped neigh-
bors with yard work, outdoor 
chores and trash pickup. They 
also worked at Meldrum Bar 
Park, and doing roadside lit-
ter cleanup. 

Kraxberger wins grant 
for fitness clubs 
 

Middle schoolers have three 
new after school fitness clubs, 
thanks to grant funding pro-
vided by the Nike Commu-
nity Impact Fund.  The co-ed 
clubs include fitness boxing, 
wrestling, and soccer.

“Besides providing exercise 
and teaching new skills, the 
new clubs will give students 
connections to teacher men-
tors and opportunities for 
new friendships,” said Vice 
Principal Lori Buchanan. 

Family support continues

 

GCCF launches Thursday 
after school events 
      Beginning in November, 
the GCCF will host a series of 
Thursday afternoon events 
for families with children from 
birth to 5. All events run 4:15 
to 5 p.m. 
     First Thursdays is Story 
Hour, with a different theme 
each month. Each child at-
tending will receive a free 
book.
     Second Thursdays fea-
ture Activity Time, a time for 
games, songs, and more. 
     Third Thursdays celebrate 
STEAM:  Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Math. 
     Fourth Thursdays will 
be Science Hour, with age-
appropriate science lessons 
for children and parents to do 
together. 

Thanks to a $65,000 grant from Family Care Health 
Plan, the Gladstone Center for Children & Families 
[GCCF] will continue to provide a social services navi-
gator for families in crisis. 

Family Resource Coordinator Yina Arias connects fami-
lies with young children to a wide range of services to 
help with housing issues, food, transportation chal-
lenges, job searches, legal aid, medical care, mental 
health care, and more.

State test scores show students at John Wetten Elementary 
achieved big gains in reading, writing, math, and science. 
 
“Our teaching team has done amazing work to guide 
students through new, more challenging curriculum,” said 
Principal Wendy Wilson. “I am delighted with our students’ 
progress.” 
 
Third graders beat the state average by more than 10 
percent in both math and English Language Arts, with a 
ten percent improvement in reading and writing from the 
previous year. 
 
Fourth graders beat the state average by nearly 10 percent 
in English Language Arts, with schoolwide improvement 
up over 8 percent from the previous year. 
 
Fifth graders jumped over 10 percent in reading and 
writing, over 14 percent in math, and nearly 8 percent in 
science.

The school’s effort to level the playing field paid off. 
Economically disadvantaged students outpaced peers 
statewide by 12 to 15 percent in reading and writing, and 
by over 18 percent in math. 
 
Latino/Hispanic students also made big gains, outpacing 
the state average by 32 percent in third grade English and 
math and 19 percent in 4th grade English.

“Parent involvement and our school’s Culture of Care made 
a real difference in student success,” said Wilson.  “When 
kids get the message they can succeed, they surpass our 
expectations.”

Elementary math, science, 
reading scores soar 



School Board News & other news
From the October 12  Board meeting:
Board Members present :        
Sharon Soliday, Chair 
Nicole Vera-Vera Couzens, Vice Chair
Carlos Castañeda
Rod Cole 
Kristin Eaton 
Jay Schmidt
Bruce Wadsworth 

The Board:
•  Saw a student-made video about student clubs at 
Gladstone High School. 
•  Discussed kindergarten art work from the GCCF 
•  Approved a Gladstone High choir and band trip to 
Disneyland, UCLA, and Pomona College. 
•  Approved an ASB trip. 
•  Approved a credit card for employee air travel. 
•  Approved appointments to the Budget Committee for 
two alternate positions. 
•  Received briefings from the District admin.team. 
•  Discussed the monthly financial report. 
•  Held a second reading of Board policies regarding 
drone aircrafts, staff complaints, whisleblower com-
plaints, graduation requirements, student discipline, 
prescription and non-prescription medication. 
•  Held a first reading on Board policies regarding the au-
thority and responsibilities of individual Board members, 
Board member resignation, Board meetings, executive 
sessions, and adoption and revision of policies. 
•  Discussed OSBA’s 2016 annual convention and NSBA’s 
2017 annual convention.

Link your Fred Meyer card to 
provide more grants for 
Gladstone schools  
If you shop at Fred Meyer, link your rewards card to 
the Gladstone Education Foundation to raise funds 
for classroom grants. 

You still get your fuel points & rebates, and 
Gladstone Schools gets a community donation from 
Fred Meyer.  With 150 people signed up, we raise 
over $3,600 each year.  With your help, we could 
double that and provide more classroom grants!
 
Visit www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards.  
Be sure to enter Gladstone Schools, #80945.

Education Foundation  
offers classroom grants  
Teachers and other district staff seeking resources for 
classrooms and after school programs have the  
opportunity to apply for grants this fall.
 
This year the Gladstone Education Foundaton will award 
$20,000 in fall grants, due  October 31, and $5,000 in 
spring grants, due March 31.  Approximately half will 
be under $1000 and half over $1,000, with funding for a 
diversity of projects across the academic spectrum.  
 
The application form and details are available at www.
gladstonefoundation.org.  For coaching on grant strate-
gies, contact Leslie Robinette at  
robinettel@gladstone.k12.or.us.

Employee Wellness Takes Off
 
The Gladstone District’s Employee Wellness Program is 
preparing to launch some new activities this school year. 
For information, contact your building Wellness Team: 
• GCCF Team: Carol Kemhus & Beth Taylor 
• JWE Team: Linda Alberico, Wendy Wilson, Emily Morse, 
Ashley Aldridge 
• WLK Team: Rob Hill, Marilyn Furumasu, John Olson, 
Kate Keating, Karen Zerzan
• GHS Team:  Brenden Thwing, Michele Keizer, Chris Rich, 
Linda Fletcher, Kevin Taylor 
• District Office Team:  Natalie Weninger, Tammy Tracy, 
Lynn Aleksich 

T-shirts celebrate 50 years
 
Two commemorative t-shirts celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of Gladstone High School will be on sale starting October 13th 
at Mo’s Corner in the GHS school cafeteria. They will also be on 
sale at the 50 Years of Fabulous open house [5 p.m.] and Home-
coming football game starting at 7 p.m. on October 21. Prices 
run $10 to $20.

Gladstone High students plan a food drive at the event to 
support the Gladstone Food Pantry and Backpack Buddies 
program. Each person who donates at least two food items 
will receive $1 off their admission to the game. Most-needed 
donations include chunky soups, canned fruits and vegetables, 
pancake mix, breakfast cereal, tuna, noodles, rice, ketchup, 
mustard, mayonnaise, or jam in plastic containers.


