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Community shares student needs
This fall, Superintendent Bob Stewart 
reached out to over 700 parents, students 
and staff to gather their ideas on what 
students need to succeed.

In 15 events, he had conversations with 
nearly 200 parents and students across 
Gladstone. He also gathered information 
from over 500 survey responses from 
students, staff, and parents.

"This was our first opportunity in three 
years to meet with families face-to-face," 
said Stewart. "What we learned will help 
us fine-tune programs to meet student 
needs."

Surveys revealed that students in the 
same classroom are in different places 
emerging from the pandemic. 

Some are thriving and eager for more 
challenges. But others struggle with 
anxiety, depression, trouble focusing, 
and lack of motivation.

STEAM powers 
middle schoolers
In the STEAM classroom at 
Kraxberger, sixth grade inventors 
independently build remote-
controlled rovers, flashlights, and 
music synthesizers.

STEAM stands for Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Math, the foundation of many 
high-demand, high-wage careers. 
The new elective lays the founda-
tion for high school courses like 
robotics, computer programming, 
engineering, and green energy.

This year students will create 
candle-powered boats, foam 
gliders, balsa wood planes, and 
rockets. They will also experiment 
with Sphero robots, 3-D printers, 
and gardening.

John Wetten, who retired as 
principal more than 30 years ago, 
returned to his namesake school to 
celebrate his 92nd birthday.

Students said having teachers who 
connect with them makes a big 
impact.  One-on-one help and regular 
personal check-ins are good strategies.

Staff said students need ongoing 
support for emotional wellbeing, from 
personal check-ins with teachers or 
counselors to school wellness centers.

Parents are eager to get involved as 
school volunteers, helping on field 
trips, in classrooms, and at events.

Parents also want to hear more about 
classroom work and new math 
strategies so they can extend their 
child's learning at home.

"What we learned will help 
us fine-tune programs to 
meet student needs." 

– Bob Stewart
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Gladstone High tutors help children learn to read 

"My favorite book was Astrid the 
Unstoppable," said student Leonie Marlia. 
"It really inspired me." Fourth grader Saul 
Villarr added, "I liked Guts, because it was 
funny and I liked the characters."

"The best thing about this event is the 
camaraderie of reading and sharing 
books," said library assistant Kim Burke, 
who organized the event. "The kids read 
anywhere from 4 titles to all 16. The 
diverse options on this year's list 
encouraged them to branch out and 
explore different genres than they usually 
read."

This school year 70 students from Gladstone 
High will have daily opportunities to work one-
on-one with younger students in the classroom.

Their school's Tutor Practicum program gives 
teens the chance to explore careers in teaching, 
social work, or childcare via hands-on 
experiences working with younger students in 
school settings.

"I think I want to be a teacher, and this is a way 
for me to explore that ," said senior Kennedy 
Koller.

Most students choose to work at the Gladstone 
Center for Children and Families [GCCF] or John 
Wetten Elementary. 

At the GCCF, teens work one-on-one reading 
with children. First the student reads to the 
tutor, and then the tutor reads to them.

Gladstone celebrated the 50 year anniversary of Gladstone High's 2A 
State Football victories in 1971 and 1972 at an October football game, 
with many players and coaches from those years attending. 

John Wetten School 
raises over $41,000
This fall, John Wetten families set an all-
time record, raising $41,401 through the 
annual Move-a-Thon. Donations came from 
1,056 contributors in 40 states, surpassing 
last year's record, $38,321.

"Our Move-A-Thon was a blast! We're so 
thankful for all the community members 
who supported our school with donations, 
as well as chips and water bottles for the 
event," said Vice Principal Kassy Babeckos. 

The funds raised will provide yearbooks for 
all students, incentives for positive behavior 
and improved attendance, classroom 
technology, field trips, enrichment 
programs, and end-of-year celebrations.

GHS hosts regional robotics fair
Gladstone High School hosted 200 robotics enthusiasts from across the Pacific 
Northwest at FIRST Fair on October 22. The annual event offered a full day of 
classes in engineering, coding, and robotics. Students from the Gladstone High 
School and Kraxberger Middle School teams participated.

Robotics mentors and professionals from companies such as AutoDesk and 
Intel taught classes including Marketing and Fundraising, Professional 
Interviewing, Fusion 360, Synthesis Robotics Simulator, CNC Plasma Cutting, 
Welding Workshops, 3D printing, and Coding.

"Visiting students got to tour Gladstone High's technology wing classrooms," 
said Gladstone High teacher Dusty Long. "They were blown away by the 
equipment, facilities, and classes available in our school and the tremendous 
opportunities our students have here."

"This program builds a connection between 
different age groups in a way that benefits 
both," said GCCF Director Sarah Dunkin.

"It helps our kindergarten students build a love 
of reading as they take their first steps in 
decoding written language."

"I think I want to be a teacher, 
and this is a way for me to 
explore that." -- Kennedy Koller
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Transition program builds 
job skills for students
Gladstone High's adult transitions program has a many 
opportunities for students to build real-world job skills. The 
program serves students with disabilities who are 18 to 21.

Mondays, students run a coffee cart, building barrista and 
customer service skills. On Tuesdays, they work at the 
Gladstone Food Pantry, stocking shelves and bagging produce. 

Each Wednesday, they do lunch set up at the Gladstone 
Senior Center, and Thursdays they work with children at the 
Gladstone Center for Children and Families. Fridays provide 
time for cooking instruction and field trips to local employers.

Education Foundation raises 
funds for Gladstone students
The Gladstone Education Foundation [GEF] held two 
fundraisers in 2022, raising over $78,000 to support Gladstone 
students. This included the Virtual Auction and Raffle in May, 
netting over $54,000, and the annual Golf Tournament in July, 
which raised a record $24,000.

"We are grateful to everyone who participated," said GEF 
President Terry Marsh. "The funds we raised will  enhance 
learning opportunities, sports, and activities for kids across our 
community."

To make a tax-deductible donation to the Gladstone Education 
Foundation, visit www.gladstonefoundation.org.

Charlie Chu appointed to 
Gladstone School Board
The Gladstone School Board selected 
Charlie Chu to fill a vacant seat on 
the board starting September 14. Chu 
is the first Vietnamese American to 
serve on the Board.

A Gladstone resident since 2018, Chu 
is a former comic book editor and 
publishing executive who recently 
served on the Gladstone School 
District Budget Committee. He is the 

Asher Gonzoles wins 
national academic honor

parent of a third grader at John Wetten Elementary.

"I'm excited to join this group of advocates for the best 
interests of the students, educators, and the community of 
Gladstone," said Chu. "Our work supports the district's 
ongoing mission of growing great people."

Gladstone High senior Asher 
Gonzolez received the National 
Hispanic Recognition Award from 
the College Board for his excellent 
scholarship and his outstanding 
performance on the PSAT exam. 
He is currently ranked first in his 
class and is a member of the 
National Honor Society.

Besides being a top scholar, Gonzolez is also a star athlete, 
playing varsity baseball and serving as goalkeeper on the 
Gladstone High boys varsity soccer team. Last year he had 
123 saves in 15 games.
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Playworks builds 
inclusive school culture
Children at John Wetten Elementary and 
the Gladstone Center for Children & 
Families [GCCF] are finding positive ways 
to connect with classmates thanks to a 
partnership with Playworks.

 "We teach school staff to facilitate games 
so recess is fun and everyone is included." 
said site coordinator Alex Kelley. "Along 
the way, kids are learning life skills like 
conflict resolution that will transfer to the 
classroom and other parts of their lives."

By leading group games like Egg/
Tadpole/Frog, adults can make sure all 
children are invited to join in the fun. 
They also help children quickly resolve 
ties or conflicts using rock/paper/scissors.

Schools need volunteers
So far this fall, John Wetten Elementary has 200 
volunteers signed up. They help students in classrooms, 
chaperone field trips, and help run special events.

The school also needs Lunch Buddy mentors, SMART 
readers, and volunteers to lead after school clubs.

Online sign-up is easy at www.gladstonekids.com/
Volunteer. You must include either proof of COVID 
vaccination or a medical or religious exception. 

Email Volunteer Coordinator Theresa Schmidt at 
schmidtt@gladstone.k12.or.us with any questions.

Senior Cecilia Quintero plans to take three 
of the courses in her final year of high 
school, and junior Nicholas  Hartzog plans 
to take all five. 

"Technology is the cornerstone to future 
living, and the certifications in this class 
can take you pretty far," said Hertzog. 

This fall Gladstone High launched a new 
Information Technology pathway to 
prepare them for careers in coding, game 
design, website development, software 
engineering, and data administration.

Courses include Information Technology, 
Networking, Linux, Cyber Security & 
Ethical Hacking, and Server Management. 

For just $10 per credit, students can earn 
four to six college credits per class [up to 
22 total] in the IT Pathway. They can also 
take exams to earn CompTIA Industry 
Certifications.

"We want to ensure Gladstone students 
are prepared for these high-wage, high-
demand jobs," said teacher Dusty Long.

Gladstone High launches IT pathway




